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Salvation 
By Zelia Margaret Walters 


ITHIN is light and warmth and peace, 
Without, the storm is high. 
With fainting heart I seek the door 
Lest this wild night I die. 


I hear sweet voices raised in song, 
To living faith they win. 

I kneel upon the doorstone cold. 
That I might enter in! 


Oh, pi'grim, this fair house is home! 
The hearthstone glows for thee. 

That stout door doth not shut thee-out. 
Thou hast the precious key. 











Can you answer Mr. Scoville’s Bible questions, 
which appear on the last page of this issue? This 
new every-week feature has an interest and value 
both for the home circle and the Sunday-school class. 


e 
The Neighbor-Rule 


Real love depends upon the person who does the 
loving, not upon the person who is to be loved. The 
feelings that we have toward our neighbors—all our 
neighbors, no matter who they are—show whether 
our neighborliness meets this real-love test or not. Dr. 
J. R. Miller said keenly : ‘‘ We are willing to love our 
neighbors—if we can choose our neighbors ; but that 
is just where God tests us. He gives us neighbors 
whom we naturally would not choose in order to teach 
us to act on the real neighbor-rule of helping the man 
next to us, whoever he may be. Until we do this our 
neighborliness is but a sham, not the Christian kind.’’ 


For the Christian kind of love exists to meet the needs 
of others ; and the more unlovely a person is, the 
greater is his need of what love can do for him. It is 
safe to trust God to bring into our lives whom he will, 
and then trust him to love those people through us as 
patiently and savingly as he is loving us, 


= 
To Find Peace 


Peace does not always come by seeking it. It 
may come by our giving itup. Dr. Henry van Dyke, 
writing of the bitter struggle of a soul to find peace, dis- 
couraged through the endless strife, and the goal 
never reached, describes the outcome : 


‘* Broken at last, I bowed my head, 
Forgetting all myself, and said, 

‘ Whatever comes, His will be done’ 
And in that moment peace was won, ”’ 


Trustful, unquestioning surrender to the will of God 
is the sure pathway to peace. Butif we worship peace 
more than we worship God, we can not know the 
peace that he longs to give us. 


- 
After Utter Failure 


No one can fail so completely and hopelessly as 
he who has known the fulness of Christ’s saving and 
keeping power. What hope is there for us after such 
an experience of failure? Old Samuel Rutherford 
answers, when he says, ‘‘ The more of the disease 
there is, the more of the physician’s art of grace and 
tenderness there must be.’’ And no disease that has 


< 


ever been brought to our Master Physician, if the 


sufferer trusts him, has been too much for his healing 
power. ‘The worse our failure, the more eagerly and 
powerfully and certainly will Christ work to restore. 
As a matter of fact, the foulest failure of the most 
highly privileged disciple puts no more of a tax upon 
Christ's infinite grace than the seemingly most trifling 
sin in one who is just coming to Christ for the first 
time. Our Lord can heal to the uttermost ; and he 
will heal to the uttermost every sin that is brought to 
him in repentance and trust. Oh, let us remember 
this if we have failed so tragically that restoration 
seems impossible! Zhen he wants to make his 
tenderness and omnipotence known to us as 
never before. 
a 


Profitable Death 


We can die in more ways than one, and certain 
forms of death are exceedingly worth while. If we 
have held a lifelong but mistaken conviction, the 
sooner we die to that conviction the better. A veteran 
Bible student and teacher, of whom D. L. Moody is 
said to have remarked that he knew his Bible better 
than any other man in America, addressing an au- 
dience of ministers and Christian workers about a 
much misunderstood but richly revealing truth, 
quaintly said : ‘‘Some of you brethren may have to 
die hard! I had to. But it’s better to die, and then 
to live again, than to keep on dying all the time.’’ 
The death that leads to a new life is not limited to 
that death of self whereby we enter into the life of 
Christ. Dying to our mistakes is so much better than 
dying in our mistakes. 


% 


The Peril of a Too Familiar Religion 


T IS not possible to be too well acquainted with 
Him who is our Heavenly Father, but it is possi- 
ble to be misled by imperfect or faulty knowledge 

into an attitude toward him which is neither becom- 
ing nor profitable. Real penetration into ‘Jehovah's 
being and ours would only deepen our awe and vene- 
ration ; but fancied or partial approach may breed a 
familiarity which lacks the roots of real reverence. 

Not every age could be accused of this. In our 
age, however, familiarity with God is a prevalent 
danger and sin. We fall into it from several angles, 
Theological over-familiarity is one. We have han- 
dled, shifted, shunted, rearranged the great truths of 
God's nature and dealings till they have become our 
tools and counters. We are not only ‘‘ very sure of 
God,’’ but we are liable to be very sure that we have 
him mapped out exactly, and all the methods, modes, 
and plans of his work with men are charted to our 
satisfaction, It must amaze and horrify the angels to 
see us thus lightly, even in thought, tossing these 
giant masses of spiritual dynamite, pressing buttons 
which move titanic forces, and rushing confidently 
into the depths where lie the profoundest, most sacred, 
holiest mysteries of being, Assuredly it does not in- 
crease our reverence. 

More common still is the over-familiarity of science 
and philosophy. Getting a little way beneath the 
surface and discovering somewhat of the delicate and 
intricate machinery there, we feel that we have pretty 
much found it all, or at least that as we go deeper we 
shall merely find what we have already found,—more 
cogs and wheels. We have the secret; the mystery has 
disappeared ; and with the mystery, the awe. _Illogi- 
cal, of course; the more intricate the network and 
the nearer we get to the moving springs, the more our 
wonder should grow, as we. press with bated breath 
and reverent foot along the steps of God, and ‘‘think 
his thoughts after him.’’ .But materialistic concep- 
tions dog even believing science, and detail veils from 
us the large and comprehensive view. 


In our philosophy and theology alike the splendid 
true doctrine of the immanence of God brings its own 
dangers. From seeing God im everything, we often 
step to seeing him as everything. He becomes prac- 
tically the ‘‘nature of things,’’ the ‘*Cosmic Pro- 
cess.’" That eliminates awe. Reverence is possible 
only from a person to a person. We may speak of 
feeling awe before some majestic natural phenome- 
non, — Niagara, the earthquake, or even the mightier 
spectacle of the law, order, beauty, power, beneath 
the skin of things ; but we are either using inherited 
terms, or suffusing what we see with our imagination. 
Niagara is no more ‘‘awe-ful’’ than a single falling 
drop of water; it is ten million drops, that is all. 
There is nothing ‘‘awe-ful’’ about mere power, or 
about mere ingenuity, contrivance, however compre- 
hensive, however subtle. We recognize ; we admire ; 
we do not worship. It is only when we feel that we 
are in the presence of personality that we experience 
real awe. And not even merely powerful personality 
means awe; it may mean only terror, or the prudent 
getting into relations with this force which may so 
affect us. The on'y true majesty is holiness. The 
only real awe is the tribute that lesser-or partial holi- 
ness pays to holiness complete, supreme. Our mod- 
ern philosophical conceptions, too many of them, are 
losing for us the sense of morally majestic personality 
in God. He is great ; he is all-wise; he is in all 
things ; but we see (we think) so fully the roots of all 
things, we identify all things so much with him, that 
his aloofness, his distance, his awful separateness 
from sinners, has disappeared. There are no fearful 
depths, no sacred heights, any more. Very much 
needed now is a reaffirmation of the true doctrine of 
God's transcendence. 

But much, let us hope most, of our over-familiarity 
with God is affectional, approaching God from the 
warm and tender side of a throbbing religious experi- 
ence. The soul has found God, perhaps after linger- 
ing long under the shadows of Sinai. It has blessecily 
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reacted from alienation or distance or terror into one- 
ness and peace. It has felt the Father's arms, the 
Elder Brother's hand. It has got home, and it feels 
at home. You hear this note in our prayers, our 
hymns, our testimonies. It has much to say to and 
about ‘* Dear God,’’ ‘Dear Jesus.’" Some one has 
even called it ‘‘the amatory’’ in religion. It borrows 
the terms of familiar, friendly, or even closer inter- 
course ; it adapts for its worship secular love-tunes ; 
it may become, now and again, an almost revolting 
sentimentality. 

What shall we say to this? Shall we still the warm 
throb of a tender heart as it answers back to the in- 
finite tenderness of God? Shall we put a barrier 
between that filial soul and the Father it has found, 
or check the prattle of the child in its Father's house? 
Shall we chill that new-kindled love? 

Not still, nor wall out, nor check, nor chill,—but 
deepen and supplement. ‘That stage of the religious 
life has its own beauty, but it is infantile. It is genu- 
ine, but shallow. It is a little child with its mother, 
on terms of entire familiarity, knowing the mother 
as the source of love, warmth, shelter, all-supply, 
using her just about as he will, having neither dread 
nor fear, Nor has he comprehension, The deeps, 
the mysteries, the sacrednesses of mother-love, the 
heights of moral quality, are all unperceived. As he 
grows, zf he grows, these things begin to appear. As 
he gains them, gets to see her as she is, the childish 
freedom disappears ; he would not dream of saying 
and doing what once he did ; more and more his atti- 
tude is that of wondering and profound respect as he 
comes to appreciate what a mother really is. His 
love is not less, but wiser; it has changed its lan- 
guage, but its life is almost infinitely deeper ; it has 
lost some surface warmth, but it is anthracite where it 
used to be cottonwood. 

Wesee this in all the maturest Christian souls. The 
notes we catch in their voices still include, more posi- 
tively include, entire faith, trust, confidence, sense of 
oneness, but also there is always that deep undertone 
of the majesty and greatness and holiness of God and 
their own unworthiness. Wecan net imagine Isaiah, 
or Ezekiel, or John, or Paul rushing into the Holy of 
Holies with sandalled feet. There is always adoring 
wonder, utter humility. The intensely loving, witha 
love that shakes them to the depths, the intensely 
near, ‘‘nearer than hands ani feet,’’ is in all they 
say ; but not one atom of the merely amatory. 

Nothing else than this deep awe is fitting from ‘the 
holiest saint that ever lived’’ before his Redeemer and 
his God ; and the holier he is the more, like Jonathan 
Edwards and every other ripe saint of God, will he 
recognize and acknowledge the awful difference be- 
tween himself and his Saviour. No deep, rich, ma- 
ture character was ever made without it. Without it 
no one ever, understood the deeper mysteries of the 
divine character and dealing. The _ profoundest 
things of God are unbeheld except under the deep 
and searching light of awe. 

Superficial familiarity always fails to bring that 
which is the very essence of religion : adoring grati- 
tude and loving dependence. Not till we see the 
majesty of the divine holiness do we measure the 
marvel of the divine love. Only in the light of that 
holiness and our sin do we behold the greatness of the 
mercy and pity that has redeemed us, and turn with 
responsive love to the infinite Lover. ‘‘ Behold what 
manner of love, that we should be called children of 
God.’’ It is well for the rescued to get a glimpse, 
and never forget it, of the 


** Blood-drops all the way 
That mark out the mountain’s track,’’ 


and 


** Were shed for one who had gone astray 
Ere the shepherd could bring him back,”’ 


that he may partly appraise the abyss he has escaped, 
and the love that rescued him. ‘‘To whom little is 
forgiven, the same loveth little.’’ 

We wonder that some people show such small 
results of spiritual culture. Bred in the midst of the 
highest ideals and atmosphere, on the most familiar 
terms, children of the house, they are so clearly not 
children of the house at all. How can they be so 
different? They never got beneath the surface of the 
life, into tune with the.deep interior earnestness, the 
basal forces there. ‘This too familiar religion gets 
almost as little good from its association with God. 
Can one whose heart does not bow down oppressed in 
the presence of the insistent righteousness, purity, 
love of God, whose lips do not grow dumb with rever- 
ence,—can he ever grasp the profound and impera- 
tive demand of the divine nature for the highest and 
purest in his children? He has seen a kindly Friend, 
an indulgent Father ; he has never seen the Soul of 
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the Universe, incandescent with hate-of-wrong and 
love-of-good, a ‘‘ consuming fire.’" Can one who 
does not see and feel with awe-struck breathlessness 
how holy, how sacred, God is, ever turn from the 
wrong with anything like adequate revulsion, to the 
right with anything like adequate yearning ? 





What is Christian Fruit-bearing ? 


People have a right to demand that our theories 


shall show results. And if our ‘‘theory’’ is the gos- 
pel, and we claim great things for it, we must show 
that the gospel ‘‘makes good’’ in our own life if we 
want to carry conviction when we urge it on others. 
One who has been finding a new victory through the 
realized power of the indwelling Christ writes to a 
friend : 

It is said that, with Christ in us, we shall bear fruit con- 
stantly. What is meant by this fruit? Is it souls, or is it any- 
thing we do (or rather that Christ does through us) that brings 
glory to him? 

The fruit-bearing for which God looks in a Christ- 
filled life is simply a constant expression of the life of 
God. It is God's Spirit within one that shows forth 
this Life. Here is the sort of fruit that the Spirit of 
God produces : Love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gen- 
tleness, goodness, faith, meekness, self-control. This 
fruit can be, and should be, borne constantly in every 
life that Christ fills. The winning of other souls to 
Christ is a result of our fruit-bearing, also, as we have 
opportunity ; it results from love and faith. 

Let us remember what ‘‘fruit’’ is, in both the 
natural and spiritual world. It is an expression of life 
which carries in itself the seed, or the means of repro- 
ducing that same life elsewhere. ‘That is the best 
part of the fruit of the Spirit, —that He can produce in 
us such results that, because of our fruit-bearing, these 
same results shall be reproduced in others, 
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Our Happiness and Efficiency : 
How Increase Them? 

Happiness is one of the things that cannot be 
had by seeking for it; but it caz be had abundantly. 
And steadily increasing efficiency is the simple duty 
of us all. Moreover, the unhappy person cannot be 
as efficient as he should be. So the two problems of 
a California pastor's life are very practical ones, —and 
ave one problem. He writes: 


I venture to state to you two personal problems which con- 
front me daily. I am a pastor, called of God beyond all 
question, and am now in the thirteenth year of my ministry. 

My first difficulty has been with me for these dozen years. 
I simply cannot find rest from the weight of the world’s sin. I 
have sought relief in the ordinary advices given to Christians 
concerning heart burdens, but any relief I may have found 
has been but temporary. I have been advised that I. should 
not seek relief,—that such is a legitimate. mood of the soul- 
winner's spirit. However much I may have tried to be free 
from this deep concern, I come back to that same old place 
where the iniquity and spiritual unconcern of society robs me 
of my happiness. Can you suggest a way out ? 

My second difficulty is this: Having struggled long and 
earnestly through many difficulties, I fecl that 1 have attained 
to a certain level of efficiency. I am not saying whether the 
level is high or low. My days are filled with innumerable 
duties, many of them making a great drain upon my resources. 
I think, however, that with constant effort | can move along 
this level for a number of years, and serve as acceptably as I 
do now. But there is poor comfort in that. Howam I toim- 
prove upon my present self? It seems that I am living up to 
the limit of my capability to maintain my present standards. 
I shall be greatly disappointed if I do not gather strength and 
power with the years. But how? 


Each of these problems calls for a miracle to an- 
swer it aright. That miracle is the work of Christ, 
when he gives us his life in its fulness to replace our 
life. Many a Christian has not seen that the whole 
life of Christ can be his own now and here. But 
there is no other way to happiness and the best effi- 
ciency. 

Our Lord bore and bears the burden of the world’s 
sin as no human being could ever bear it. He feels 
it as none of us can feel it. He wants us to bear this 
burden with him ; and he lays on us the commission 
of lightening it all that we can, when he says, ‘‘Go 
ye therefore, and make disciples of all the nations.’’ 
Yet this Lord and Saviour who bears the burden of 
the sin of the world says to us also, ‘These things 
have I spoken unto you, that my joy may be in you, 
and that your joy may be made full.’’ ‘Ours is to be 
a joyous burden-bearing, joyous with the supernatural, 
undefeatable, unceasing joy of God. If we donot let 
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A religion without awe is, in the highest sense of 
those terms, a religion without perception, without 
depth, without height, without intensity, without sa. 
‘*Put off thy shoes from 
off thy feet, for the place whereon thou standest jg 
holy ground.,”’ 








the Lord Jesus hold our life in such joy we are un. 
true to him, and we cannot do our part in sharing 
his burden. 

Yet no man can have joy by deciding to, or by 
using his will-power to be joyous. It calls for a su. 
pernatural work of God in him, a miracle. That 
work will be done in him the moment he combines 
two acts of simple duty : surrenders unconditionally 
to the mastery of Christ over his whole life, and trusts 
Christ unconditionally to live His life in its fulness in 
him. Some have surrendered, but do not then trust, 
Some may try to trust without surrendering. Either 
act alone is incomplete. But if we do both and con. 
tinue to do both,—remembering that trusting Christ 
fully is just letting him do in us all that we cannot do for 
ourselves, —then, in his own good time, our Lord will 
produce results in our life that only the miracle-life 
of God can bring forth. 

And then our life will ‘‘increase with the increase 
of God’’ ; and that means steady growth in efficiency 
as in all else that is necessary. We are to use every 
proper natural means to increase our efficiency, of 
course. There are books and magazines that will 
bring us a knowledge of methods of working and liv- 
ing that others have found helpful. We are to study 
to show ourselves approved, and then practise what 
we study. But the first essential in the efficient life 
is to let Christ live in us fully the victorious, liberat- 
ing, achieving life of God. And to do this we must, 
after surrender, trust him moment by moment that, he 
zs now doing this : trust him without evidence, proof, 
or feeling of any sort: trust him for it all in exactly 
the same way that we trust him for our salvation from 
the death-penalty of our sins. 


-— 
Before We Reach the Corner 


It-is in the times of utter darkness that we can 
trust most. And when we trust most we are blessed 
most. A Christian man was being asked to trust very 
greatly because of circumstances that would not have 
been of his choosing ; and in the midst of the testing 
he received this letter from a friend : 


Many times in my life —four times very markedly—God has 
led me along a way | did not understand, but I followed his 
compelling Hand, and oh t how thankful I have been. Some- 
times, the Corner was quickly turned, and I saw soon and far 
ahead ; but sometimes it was slow and weary and blindfolded 
going : but He knew. And he knows all about you and the 
turnings of your wav. We are trusting him for you just now, 
and he will never fail. 


So the tested one was strengthened to keep on trust- 
ing ; and God is still proving that he never fails. If 
the proof is not quickly seen, we need notfear. Ifthe 
Corner is still ahead, yet to be reached, that love that 
passeth knowledge is still keeping us. And the best 
and quickest way to prove it is to stop trying to prove 
it. When we let our Lord do all in us and for us that 
we cannot do for ourselves, and tell him that we know 
he is doing this, and praise him in the dark for doing 
it, perhaps we shall find that the Corner was right at 
hand, and has been turned. 


‘<pO 


From a Veteran Pastor’s Prayers 


OST merciful God, our Heavenly Father : Touch our 
hearts to quiet that we may commune with thee. Let 
the noisy unrealities of earth fade from our minds. 

Generate in our breasts a sense of infinite leisure and unruffled 
content. Let thy firm and gentle touch quell all disturbance. 
Reduce our chaos to order. Beget within us thy peace. 
Nothing matters—only so our hands are held by thine! All 
our fears and sins and frailties we bring to thee, and leave with 
thee. We want shelter. We want renovation. Do not slay 
our passionate cravings, but hallow them, direct them, and so 
satisfy them. Quicken us, Lord! We would tarry with thee 
until thy life has stirred us to hot desire and high resolve. We 
would be quiet from noisy unreality that we may be all alive 
with the real and eternal. Do away with all hollow pretense, 
and all half-way measures. Make each of us more and more 
like him who could say, ** He that hath seen me hath seen the 
Father.’*” Remove from us all that is black, forbidding, un- 
lovely, poisonous ; and let our lives softly shine with thine own 
radiance and breathe thy silent power. 
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LESSON FOR JULY 19 (Mark ro : 46-52) 
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A Mountain View From the Bo 


A glimpse of the riches in the 
q closing Word of Scripture 
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By J. O. Buswell 
Se 








OME time ago I was invited by the Presbyterian 
Church of Canada to assist them in evangelistic 
work through the Kootenays of British Columbia. 

My two engagements were in the Canadian Rock- 
ies. One day the two workers that were with me 
persuaded me to climb one of the mountains with 
them. We were very free with our conversation when 
we started, but as we went on up the mountain-side, 
we grew less and less talkative, for the breath in our 
lungs seemed to be a minus quantity. Finally, after 
much climbing, interspersed with several rests, we 
gained the summit of the mountain, and after we had 
caught our breath we began to look around. One after 
another exclaimed, ‘‘Is it not wonderful ?’’ 

Over at our right stood the ‘‘ Three Sisters,’’ snow- 
capped and majestic. Off at the left the great Lizard 
Range. Away beyond the Lizard Range we could 
see mountain peak after mountain peak, each one ex- 
ceeding the other in grandeur. The climb had cost 
us hard work, with much fatigue, but, from the view- 
point thus gained, we were enabled to look upon some 
of the grandest works of God, 

The Book of Revelation is the highest mountain 
peak of all the sixty-six books of the Bible. The 
altitude is high, sometimes almost breathless, but 
from its viewpoint the student of the Word will get 
the clearest visions of God the Father, of Jesus Christ 
the Saviour and coming King, and of the Holy Spirit 
the Comforter and Guide. The bookis not composed 
wholly of dark and hidden sayings, but is, as the first 
clause declares, ‘‘The revelation of Jesus Christ.’’ 


_ The revelation was given that Jesus Christ might be 


revealed and God’s plan made known to believers. 
For this reason it evidently has been and is the pur- 
pose of Satan to keep God’s children from studying 
the book. The following objections face us on every 
hand : ‘‘symbolic. only,’’ ‘* time wasted,’’ ‘* text 
confusing,’’ ‘‘not intended to be understood,’’ etc, 

Without further preliminaries let us take up a study 
of the text itself. ‘* The Revelation of Jesus Christ.’’ 
A revelation is something made known, something 
uncovered and not a mystery. The word apocalypse 
means uncovered, This revelation God gave to him, 
—that is, to Jesus Christ, ‘‘ To show unto his servants 
things which must shortly come to pass,’’ and ‘* He 
[Christ] sent and signified it by his messenger unto 
his servant John.’’ The title ofthe book, then, should 
read, ‘‘ The Revelation fo St. John the Divine,’’ not 
‘¢ The Revelation of St. John the Divine.”’ 

In the second verse we learn that John ‘‘ bare rec- 
ord of the word of God, and of the testimony of Jesus 
Christ, and of all things that he saw.’’ Because this 
book is the word of God and the testimony of Jesus 
Christ, it is hated by the powers of darkness, who 
would keep believers from searching its pages and 
from finding out its deep but clearly revealed truths, 


How Can We “Keep” the Revelation ? 

In the third verse we have a promise which is not 
given with any other book of the Bible: ‘‘ Blessed is 
he that readeth, and they that hear the words of this 
prophecy, and keep those things which are written 
therein.’’ Just as surely as any saint will read and 
hear the words of the prophecy of Revelation and keep 
those things which are written therein, just so surely 
that saint will be blessed by the Holy Spirit of God. 
Notice the blessing comes from reading, hearing, and 
keeping. I fully believe that there is no part of the 
Scriptures that leads to such thorough consecration as 
the Book of Revelation. When one comes to the 
book, therefore, and studies it prayerfully in the light 
of the Holy Spirit, he may know before he even 
begins the study that he will be greatly blessed. 

The fourth verse contains the greeting to the 
churches ‘‘which are in Asia.’’ This greeting was 
sent from him ‘‘ which is, and which was, and which is 
to come, and from the seven Spirits [the fulness of 
the Holy Spirit is described by the seven attributes of 
the Spirit (Rev. 5 : 12), power and riches and wis- 
dom and strength and honor and glory and blessing] 
which are before his throne ; and from Jesus Christ.’’ 
How our hearts should thrill with joy on receiving 
greeting from such a source, the Triune God. 

In verses five to eight there is a description of Jesus 
Christ, first, as ‘* The Faithful Witness.'’ In 1 Tim- 
othy 6 ; 13 Paul shows how he was the faithful wit- 





A keen, successful American business man who has 
taken the step of complete surrender to Jesus Christ, 
and is finding the chief joy of his life in winning 
souls, was speaking of some Christian friends who 
were not yet at the place where their greatest pleas- 
ure was found in heavenly things. ‘‘ They have 
not climbed high enough,”’ he said, ‘* to catch the 
whiff of the mountain air; so they are satisfied to 
live in the low places.’” This glimpse of the riches 
of the Revelation does not enter upon an interpre- 
tation of the prophecies of the book, but it holds up 
this closing Word of Scripture as a mirror in which 
can be seen our Lord in his suffering and in his glory. 








ness, ‘‘Christ Jesus, who before Pontius Pilate 
witnessed a good confession.’’ Lifting up our eyes, 
we can clearly see Christ standing before the unjust 
judge, Pontius Pilate. Before him is the rabble, some 
crying ‘‘crucify him,’’ others ‘‘away with him,"’ 
They smite the crown of thorns which has been put 
upon his head, ‘They spit in his face and then laugh 
in derision, But, in the face of all these insults, ‘‘he 
is faithful.’* They lead him to the place of crucifixion, 
Not once does he try to escape or turn back. They 
nail him to the cross, and, hanging there in the awful 
agony of crucifixion, ‘‘he is faithful,’’ and faithful to 
the very end. Witnessing to the world the love of 
God—for he zs the manifestation of God's love to the 
world, And when, in the last agonies of his tortured 
body, he cries out, ‘‘It is finished,’’ we know that 
he has been faithful to the very last, and that God's 
work for the salvation of men is now complete. The 
path has been blazed from earth to heaven, the road 
opened from this world of sin to eternal glory. 


God’s Committee to the First Christian Grave 

Second, he is described as ‘‘ The first begotten 
of the dead,’’ and ‘ The first-fruits of them that 
slept."’ He, and he alone, conquered death (Heb. 2). 
They killed his body on the cross and placed it in 
Joseph’s new tomb. They closed the tomb with a 
stone and sealed it with the seal of the Roman gov- 
ernment. A guard of Roman soldiers was placed to 
watch the tomb by night and day ; but God sent a 
special committee from heaven to visit the tomb, and 
when the committee appeared the Roman soldiers 
‘*became as dead men,’’ powerless in the angel's 
presence. The angel broke the seal which no man 
had dared to touch, and rolled back the stone from be- 
fore the sepulcher, for he who had been crucified had 
risen from the dead, ‘‘ bringing life and immortality 
to light.’"’ To the Christian there is no such thing as 
a ‘‘cold, dark grave.’’ The grave for the Christian 
has been broken, and all the light and glory from 
heaven shines through. 

Third, he is described as the ‘‘ prince of the kings 
of the earth.’’ In this verse John sees him as the 
‘« King of kings’’ over all the earth. This is directly 
in accordance with the teaching of prophecy, which 
foretells his second coming as King. Jeremiah prophe- 


sied, ‘*God shall raise unto David a righteous Branch, - 


and a King shall reign and prosper, and shall exe- 
cute judgment and justice in the earth.’’ In the nine- 
teenth chapter of Revelation the Holy Spirit goes into 
detail and describes the coming of the King. ‘‘ And 
I saw heaven opened, and behold a white horse ; and 
he that sat upon him was called Faithful and True, 
and in righteousness he doth judge and make war. 
His eyes were as a flame of fire, and on his head were 
many crowns ; and he had a name written, that no 
man knew, but he himself. And he was clothed with 
a vesture dipped in blood : and his name is called 
the Word of God. . . . And out of his mouth goeth a 
sharp sword [which is the word of God,] that with it 
he should smite the nations : and he shall rule them 
with a rod of iron ; and he treadeth the winepress of 
the fierceness and wrath of Almighty God. And 
he hath on his vesture and on his thigh a name 
written, King of Kings and Lord of Lords.’’ Every 
child of God should be looking forward to. the trium- 
phant coming of our King to usher in the millennium 
as partly described in Isaiah, when ‘‘ The wolf also 
shall dwell with the lamb, and the leopard shall lie 





down with the kid ; and the calf and the young lion 
and the fatling together ; and a little child shall lead 
them,"’ 

Fourth, he is described as the One ‘‘who loved 
us."’ There is nothing quite so strong as fure love. 
Sometimes we hear the expression, ‘‘ Breaking the 
home ties of love.’’ The home ties of love never 
break, they stretch. The boy or the girl may leave 
the home, but the love ties stretch from the home to 
the final destination of the child, I was in our Union 
Station the other day and saw a mother and daughter 
approach the gate. They were separated by the 
gateman, the daughter going through to take the 
train. Through the mother’s face I could see the 
battle which was going on in her heart. She stood 
there, looking through the grated fence, waving her 
handkerchief and smiling good-bye; the daughter 
waved back, and the train pulled out. After it was 
gone entirely out of sight, the mother sank into a seat 
near by sobbing as though her heart would break. 
Do you say the love cords were snapping and break- 
ing? Not so, they were stretching. They will 
stretch from the home to the very farthest corner of 
the earth, From our American homes there are love 
cords that reach to China, to Africa, and to India; 
and the farther they stretch the stronger they become. 
Pure love comes only from God. It was his love for 
lost humanity that brought him from the Father's 
throne in glory to this sin-cursed world. It was love 
that caused him to take upon himself the form of 
flesh and live and walk among us, bearing our bur- 
dens, healing our diseases, solving our problems, and 
finally taking upon himself our sins, the One ‘* who 
loved us’’ went down into the dark valley of death 
and drank the bitterest dregs for us, and all because” 
he loved us. 

Fifth, he is described as the One who ‘‘ washed us 
from our sins in his own blood.’’ There is no stain 
or. taint so awful as that of sin. It blackens the heart, 
destroys the character, and ruins the soul, Paul, in 
trying to describe sin, found language inadequate. 
There is no word known to man that is so awful as 
sin, and all that Paul could say of it was, ‘* Sin that 
it might appear sin.’’ And yet God has provided for 
the cleansing from this most awful thing in the world. 
‘¢ The blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanses us from 
ail sin.”’ Cleansing can not be brought about in any 
other way. Not through good environment, not by 
intellectual culture (though these are good in them- 
selves), but only through the blood of Jesus Christ. 

Let me give you an illustration of how the blood 
will cleanse and give liberty from sin. Some time 
ago I was conducting evangelistic meetings in one 
of our colleges. The presence and power of the Holy 
Spirit was manifested in our midst in a very marked 
way. At the close of one of our evening meetings a 
young man pushed his way through the crowd to 
where I was standing. Ina very earnest manner he 
requested the privilege of an interview with me the 
next day. I told him to come to my room at two 
o'clock in the afternoon, The next morning I visited 
the office of the college and asked the secretary if he 
knew this young man, giving his name, 


The Toughest Character in College 

The secretary rose from his chair in a very excited 
manner, saying: ‘‘Do I know him? I think I do! 
He is one of the toughest characters that ever came to 
this college. We suspended him several times, and 
finally we were obliged to expel him, He is not a 
student here now ; we willnothave him. He insisted 
on carrying a revolver, and two or three times he 
nearly killed some of the students. He is an awful 
character. Don’t you allow a private interview with 
him unless you have a bodyguard,” 

I returned to my room feeling that the only body- 
guard I needed was the presence and power of the 
Holy Spirit. The day happened to be one of those 
days when I had an old-fashioned sick headache on 
hand, and by two o'clock in the afternoon I found 
myself stretched upon the couch, unable to lift my 
head from the pillow. I heard a knock at the door, 
and, being unable to rise, I called out, ‘‘ Come in.’’ 
My young man entered. The first glance told me 
there was no need for a bodyguard. I motioned toa 
chair, and he dropped into it. After excusing myself 





: 











412* 


for not rising, he broke out with these words, ‘* Is 
there any hope for the wickedest man on earth? I 
have been an awful character."’ And then he told 
me something of his past life, 

I picked up my Bible, which was on a chair by my 
couch, and read him these words, ‘‘ Though your sins 
be as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow ; though 
they be red like crimson, they shall be as wool.’’ I 
then told him how that was possible, and again read 
from the Word, ‘* The blood of Jesus Christ his Son 
cleanseth us from all sin.’’ He arose from his chair, 
came toward the couch, and literally fell upon his 
knees, burying his head upon my breast, and there 
he sobbed and sobbed as though his heart would 
break. I laid my hand upon him and prayed that 
God might save him and cleanse him from sin, and 
he sobbed out a prayer from his penitent, broken 
heart. Then I put this question to him direct, ‘* Will 
you accept cleansing and victory from sin through the 
blood of Jesus Christ?’’ He answered positively that 
he would, As he arose from his knees, a new light had 
entered his soul and was shining out through his very 
countenance. He went out from that room to be one 
of God's choicest vessels in a life of service. That 
student who could not be managed by teachers, faculty, 
or trustees, was saved and cleansed from sin through 
the blood of Jesus Christ. 

Sixth, He ‘*hath made us kings and priests unto 
God and his Father.’’ In Revelation 5 : 10 we have 
the same truth, with the additional intelligence that 
‘*we shall reign on the earth.’’ We are made unto 
Him a kingdom and priests. While the saints are 
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now scattered among the nations of the earth, many 
of them in obscure places, many others in places of 
trial and hardship; and while sin is increasing on 
every hand, with political corruption and unbelief 
both in the organized church and out of it; while 
many educators are teaching against the authority of 
God's Word, the believers nevertheless have no cause 
for discouragement. God's plans are working out. 
His clock is always on time, and at the close of this 
age he will gather the saints ot the kingdom unto 
Himself, and as kings and priests they will reign with 
Him on the earth, 

Seventh, ‘‘Unto Him is ascribed glory and do- 
minion.’’ To every child of God, Christ Jesus is all 
glorious, and he is the one who has a right to do- 
minion over, first, the individual heart and life of the 
real Christian; and, second, over his church, the 
ecclesia. In an eloquent burst of praise and thanks- 
giving, Paul exclaimed, ‘‘ Unto him be glory in the 
church by Christ Jesus throughout all ages, world 
without end.’’ The one who was led as a lamb to 
the slaughter and who bare our sins in his own body 
on the tree, the one who went down into the tomb 
and in bodily form rose triumphant over the grave, 
the one who ascended in a cloud and who now sits 
on the right hand of God, is soon to return as he 
ascended ; and then there will be given him ‘‘do- 
minion, and glory, and a kingdom, that all people, and 
nations, and languages, should serve him: his dominion 
is an everlasting dominion, which shall not pass away, 
and his kingdom that which shall not be destroyed.’’ 

MINNEAPOLIS, MINN. 





When a boy asked a question 
his father could not answer 
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[ Mr. Wong’s Broken Buddha 
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By Christine Meyer 








Woven into this story is the strange incident of the broken Buddha whose downfall resulted 


in the conversion of its owner. 


sy HE white foreigner speaks foolishness,’’ Mr. 
Wong declared, with a: far more emphatic 
nod of his head than his dignity as the leader 
of his clan usually allowed him, ‘* What can a bar- 
barian know of such things ?’’ 

‘*True !’’ agreed Mr. Sung. ‘* When I asked him 
concerning the age of his country, he admitted that it 
is but a babe among the natiagns ; that the Middle 
Flowery Kingdom was a great nation, and our people 
were clothed in silks and jewels when the best of his 
race were living in caves and wearing skins for cloth- 
ing. Yet he comes to teach us !’’ 

‘And he says that both the great Confucius and 
the holy Buddha lived centuries before his God Yesu. 
Why, then, should we give up the gods that our an- 
cestors have worshiped and worship this new God ?”’ 
responded Mr, Wong. 

Nevertheless, Mr. Wong’s thoughts were not so 
emphatically assured as his words. He recalled the 
friendly conversation at the time the foreigner had 
called to buy rice at his shop. Twice, also, he had 
stood at the door of the worship hall and listened 
while the foreigner spoke about his God, He had even 
‘ bought one of the foreigner’s books secretly, and read 
it in the back part of his shop, Not for worlds would 
Mr. Wong admit any of these things to his friend, 
but in his soul he wondered whether after all the for- 
eigner might not be right. 

A boy’s version of Mr. Wong’s thoughts were being 
repeated in the mind of young Wong Lu, who walked, 
a miniature copy of his father, close behind the two 
men. Wong Lu knew something of the foreigner’s 
religion too, for his father, hoping thereby to win the 
further patronage of the missionary, had permitted 
his son to go on worship day to the children’s worship 
meeting. There Wong Lu had listened to many won- 
derful stories of one whom they called the Heavenly 
Father and of his son Yesu. Moreover, his attention 
had been called to the fact that the kitchen-god, who 
hung above the fire-place, was but a picture, and 
Buddha, who sat cross-legged upon the god-shelf be- 
low, was but a piece of wood. Yesterday the white 
teacher had read about them in his book-: 


‘* They have mouths, but they speak not; 
Eyes have they, but they see not; 
They have ears, but they hear not; 
Noses have they, but they smell not; 
They have hands, but they handle not; 
Feet they have, but they walk not; 
Neither speak they through their throats,” 


This part of the story is a true piece of missionary history. 


His thoughts were suddenly interrupted, for he 
almost bumped into ‘Mr. Sung, ‘who had stopped in 
front of his house to bow a polite farewell to his 
friend. Wong Lu grasped his own hands and bowed 
low also. He was not sorry to see Mr. Sung leave, 
for he wanted to walk beside and talk to his father, 
Like all Chinese children, Wong Lu had been taught 
that young folks should be silent in the presence of 
their elders ; but to his father Wong Lu talked to his 
heart's content, for, being the only son, he was un- 
usually loved and indulged. 

Just now he was bursting to tell his father what he 
had learned. ‘‘Father,’’ he exploded, almost before 
Mr. Sung’s door had closed, ‘‘the teacher read yes- 
terday from his book about the honorable gods. His 
book says, they have mouths but cannot speak ; eyes 
but cannot see ; ears but cannot hear ; noses but can- 
not smell ; and hands and feet, but they cannot move. 
Ever since I can remember the holy Buddha has sat 
cross-legged on the shelf, and at New Year, when the 
honorable kitchen-god is taken down to be burned, he 
never tries to get away. If I were the honorable 
kitchen-god, I'd never let them burn me, and if they 
did, I'd tell all the bad things I had heard them say 
and seen them do all year, no matter how much 
sweet sticky candy they'd stuck on my mouth, If I 
were the honorable kitchen-god, I’ d—’”’ 


se Y SON,’’ Mr. Wong interrupted, ‘‘ our honor- 
able ancestors have worshiped the honorable 
kitchen-god and the holy Buddha since the 
beginning. It is not fitting that we should set our- 
selves up as knowing more than they.’’ 

Thus silenced, Wong Lu kept still during the re- 
mainder of the walk, merely casting occasional glances 
at his father’s thoughtful face. When they entered 
the door, Wong Lu glanced first of all at the god-shelf 
where the holy Buddha sat cross-legged exactly as 
before. Above the shelf hung the honorable kitchen- 
god, with his funny face and gaudy clothes. He had 
mouth, and eyes, and ears, and. nose, and hands, to 
be sure, but one could only guess that he had feet 
beneath the gorgeous flowing robes. On the shelf 
were little bowls of rice and a bunch of fragrant flow- 
ers, whose perfume made Wong Lu sniff ecstatically, 
but neither the holy Buddha nor the honorable 
kitchen-god seemed to notice the fragrance any more 
than they had eaten the untouched: food. 

Mr. Wong also glanced at the god-shelf as. he en- 
tered the door that led to his shop‘adjoining. 


«Could the boy be right?’ he pondered, «‘Could 
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the barbarians know more than the sages? Could we 
know more than our ancestors ?"’ 

From a drawer in a small table Mr. Wong took out 
a package, carefully removed the silk covering, and 
earnestly gazed at the book that it revealed. 

‘*I must have missed the part Wong Lu spoke of,"" 
he mused. 

Unmindful of the fact that the door of his shop was 
still bolted, and customers probably turning away, he 
began to read, earnestly and carefully, the pages that 
he had already read twice before. It was a wonderfy] 
Story, but from beginning to end he found no men. 
tion of gods that have eyes but see not. He read in. 
stead how Yesu went about doing good, healing the 
sick, even raising the dead, and himself died a cruel 
death on the cross, and the military mandarin who 
looked on while he died declared, ‘‘Surely this man 
was the son of God.’’ 


E SLIPPED the book into his capacious sleeve 
and went quietly out into the street. It was 
only a few minutes’ walk to his destination, 

a doorway above which a red banner with black let. 
ters proclaimed, ‘* Worship Hall—Welcome."’ 

Mr. Wong rapped upon the door, and was invited 
to enter by the attendant who opened it. 

**Will the honorable white teacher condescend to 
receive the unworthy Wong?"’ he inquired. 

‘*Pray be seated,’’ the attendant urged politely, 


-**T will inform the honorable teacher that the honor. 


able Mr. Wong has favored our unworthy hall with a 
visit.’ With another bow, he disappeared, leaving 
Mr. Wong alone in the room. 

Mr. Wong had never been inside before, having on 
former occasions ventured only as far as the doorway, 
Now he gazed about him and studied the writing 
upon the banners that decorated the walls. One he 
recognized as a part of the book he had been read- 
ing, but the others were new to him. 

His study of the banners was interrupted by the 
entrance of the missionary, and the next five minutes 
were consumed by the usual polite greetings: and 
mutual questionings as to health and family and busi- 
ness prosperity. These formalities over, Mr. Wong 
approached the object of his visit. ; 

‘*My unworthy son,’’ he said, ‘‘declares that he 
heard in your honorable worship-meeting: something 
concerning our gods: that they have eyes’ and! see 
not; ears but hear not; hands and feet but cannot 
move. I have searched carefully through the book 
that I bought of you, but I find no such words.”’ 

The missionary held out his hand for the volume 
that Mr. Wong produced from his sleeve. 

‘* This,’’ he explained, ‘‘is but a small portion of 
our Holy Book. The words that Wong Lu heard are 
found in another part. I will show them to you.”’ 


PENING a large book that lay upon the table be- 
side him, he found the page and passed the 
book to Mr. Wong to read. ‘*That is as my 

unworthy son says,’’ he assented. ‘‘ But how can we 
know more than our honorable ancestors ?”’ 

Darkness fell as the two men talked earnestly to- 
gether, and when Mr. Wong finally took his leave it 
was with mind and heart all but convinced of the 
truth of the white teacher's words, 

As he opened the door of his home amazement 
banished other thoughts. Upon a low chair sat Mrs. 
Wong, her face buried in her hands and her body 
rocking back ahd forth in abandoned weeping. Wong 
Lu stood before the god-shelf, gazing fixedly at two 
small objects that lay upon the stone floor beneath, 
dimly revealed by the light of the flickering lamp. 

‘«What—’’ began Mr. Wong. 

‘Oh, father,’’ Wong Lu interrupted, ‘‘a rat ran 
across the god-shelf and knocked down the holy 
Buddha, and he broke in pieces on the floor! Why 
couldn't the holy Buddha save himself from the rat ?”’ 

‘« Listen, Wong Lu and wife,’’ he replied, picking 
up the pieces of wood from the floor. ‘‘ From to-day 
we shall worship the Christian’s God. A broken 
Buddha that could not save himself from a rat is 
powerless to help his worshipers.”’ 

Next day the broken Buddha was placed in the 
missionary’s hands, and was afterward given by him 
to a visiting friend from America. 

So it happened that the broken idol, worshiped by 
generations of Mr. Wong’s ancestors, and finally dis- 
credited by a hungry, frightened rat, became a curio 
to be shown in missionary meetings. But his life 
and usefulness began with his downfall, for the sight 
of his broken, wooden body and the story of the 
Wong family’s conversion have roused many indif- 
ferent Christians to an active interest in sending the 
gospel to those who still worship gods that help not 
because they are themselves helpless. 

PHILADELPHIA, 
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How thirty denominations are linked 
together for a forward movement 
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O ONE will be charged with extravagance when 
he says that the value of a sane and thorough 
and earnest evangelism cannot be over-esti- 

mated. Indeed, I would not speak my own deepest 
and innermost conviction if I did not go further and 
say that for this both the world and the church are 
waiting to-day. And yet how far away from the truth 
shall we be if we say that at this point the Church has 
made one of her greatest failures ? 

Some one in speaking of the mission and influence 
of the Church in the world has said that while we can 
take off our hats to the past we must needs take off 
our Coats to the future. And thisis true, The future 
has always held a task big enough and hard enough 
to demand that the Church strip for action. But we 
need no argument to show that present-time condi- 
tions, with their resultant problems, make this espe- 
cially and emphatically true to-day. 

We are not pessimistic, but we must not be unfair. 
And when all due allowance has been made and all 
due praise has been sung, and everything has been 
said, with the record of the immediate past just before 
us are we not compelled to question whether we have 
always met the situation in recent years without a 
coat? About two percent, and probably a little less, 
is the story of our increase. 

Public evangelistic work has always been crude. 
Some of it is hurtful. But, there’s a reason. 

The ministry of the pastor is prosecuted under the 
prayerful and studied supervision of the proper eccle- 
siastical courts. Not so with the evangelist ; he needs 
no appointment; he needs no ordination ; he needs 
no equipment; he needs no fitness save what is 
sometimes a fancied one, to assume for himself this 
sacred and God-given office; he can step into this 
holy and difficult work from the blacksmith shop, the 
ball field, the shoe shop, the farm or the store—and 
many of the mightiest men of God have come from 
just these places ; and whether the blessing of God 
rests upon his ministry or not, there is no authority 
to restrain him, no court to encourage him, but he is 
left alone, unchurched in a certain sense, to do as he 
will or as best he can. 

I ask in all sincerity, ‘‘ How can we expect evangel- 
ism, operating under such conditions, to be otherwise 
than it has often been ?’’ In fact, it deserves much 
credit even as _ the case stands, for not a little of it is 
remarkably sane and thorough and efficient to-day, 
and has brought to the church a goodly portion of 
her numerical increase in the years that have gone. 


Is the Evangelist or the Church Responsible ? 

We have no desire to shield the faults of the evan- 
gelist, but we ask in all candor if the greater responsi- 
bility for the character, for the failure or the efficiency, 
of this work does not rest upon the church herself ? 
I am referring more especially to what is known as 
union evangelistic work, because it is here that the 
greatest problem lies, here we believe the greatest 
results are to be achieved, and here where the greatest 
harm is done when wisdom and discretion are not in 
evidence as they ought to be. 

It is folly for any one to talk about the day of evan- 
gelism or the day of the so-called professional evan- 
gelist being past. This sort of work is here to-day as 
never before, and the conditions which are upon us and 
which are apparently increasing in their seriousness 
and perplexity are calling the church to such a task 
that she can neglect this special form of Christian en- 
terprise only at her peril. 

Christianity has never yet really come to its own in 
this land of ours. Our country is yet waiting to see 
what God can do when the church gives to the sacred 
and divinely appointed office of the evangelist her 
best thought, her truest sympathy, her most earnest 
attention, and the pastors and the evangelists whom 
the church approves are united in a determined, well 
conceived, and untiring effort to win the people of this 
land for Christ. 

We are constrained, therefore, to say that the cry- 
ing demand of the hour is not for the discontinuance 
of public evangelistic work, but for.an effort to put it 
on a basis where it will be possible, if it be true to 
itself, more generally than now to command the respect 
of the best and most studied judgment of the church 
in general. 





For every twenty-five members four new members were 
added in the past year in the denomination which is 
credited with the largest percentage of increase. Not all 
of this increase was from new converts, but the gain 
made by this church was largely due to the increased 
number of converts in the home land; and this increase 
occurred in the cities and towns where union evangelis- 
tic campaigns had been conducted. 

Dr. Biederwolf believes that evangelism is here to-day 
as never before. Much of itis strong and true. Mar- 
velous results are being witnessed. But very real are 
the dangers of wrong tendencies in much of the present- 
day evangelism. To safeguard the Church against these 
dangers, and to reinforce the work of the true evangel- 
ist, is the critical task set before the Federal Council’s 
** Commission on Evangelism.” 

As Dr. Biederwolf, himself an evangelist, sketches the 
present situation that faces the Church of Christ in 
America, he sees the difficulties and dangers, but beyond 
that he sees the promise of a land-wide revival and an 
evangelism that will bring multitudes to the foot of the 
Cross. 








It is to make possible and to further Christian en- 
terprise of this kind that we believe God has called 
into existence the Commission on Evangelism of the 
Federal Councilof the Churches of Christ in America.1 

To whatever may be possible along this line this 
Commission has dedicated itself with what we trust is 
a becoming sense of its insufficiency for the great task 
with which it is supposed to busy itself. 

It is not the purpose of the Commission to engage 
at once in any unusual evangelistic campaign in the 
ordinary sense of that word, at least so far as the con- 
duct of evangelistic meetings is concerned. It must 
content itself in this first year of its existence, possibly 
longer, with the task, fully as important, of studying 
the situation and seeking a way out of that which has 
brought upon the evangelism of to-day, and justly to 
some degree at least, the criticism which now is so 
prevalent. Nor is it presumed by this Commis- 
sion that it is to sit in any arbitrary judgment upon 
the qualifications of men who are seeking to do evan- 
gelistic work. The Commission has been misinter- 
preted by some religious journals in this respect. 

However, it is quite evident to any thoughtful per- 
son that some such center of good judgment is greatly 
to be desired. The securing of evangelistic help is 
altogether too much like a lottery. After such care 
in the selection of an evangelist as a thoughtful min- 
ister or ministerial association will naturally take, they 
have discovered to their great chagrin and humilia- 
tion that the man they have called for leadership in 
this delicate work was lacking in a large degree, 
sometimes utterly, in the intelligence and personality 
and tact and general ability necessary for success in 
this holy calling ; sometimes, alas, there has been a 
lack even in morals. 

This Commission cannot, therefore, go very far 
wrong if it urge upon the various synods, conferences, 
conventions and other ecclesiastical units the appoint- 
ment of a Committee on Credentials, whose endorse- 





1 The constituent bodies of the Commission on Evangelism are 
made up of thirty of the evangelical denominations, as follows: 
Baptist Churches, North; Free Baptist Churches; The Christian 
Church ; Congregations) Churches; Disciples of Christ; Friends; 
German Evangelical Synod; Evangelical Association; Lutheran 
Church, General Synod; Mennonite Church; Methodist Episcopal 
Church ; Methodist Episcopal Church, South; African M. E. Church; 
African M, E. Zion Church; Colored M. E. Church in America; 
Methodist Protestant Church; Moravian Church; Presbyterian 
Church in the U.S.A.; Presbyterian Church in the U. S. par 
Primitive Methodist Church; Protestant Episcopal Church; Re- 
formed Church in America; Reformed Church in the U.S.; Reformed 
Episcopal Church; Reformed Presbyterian Church, General Synod ; 
Seventh Day Baptist Church; United Brethren Church; nited 
Evangelical Church; United Presbyterian Church; Welsh Presby- 
terian Church. 

The Commission is officered by Wm. H. Roberts, D.D., of the 
Presbyterian Church, U.S.A., Chairman; Bishop Joseph F. Berry, 
D.D., of the Methodist Episcopal Church, Vice-Chairman; W. f 
Biederwolf, D.D., of the Presbyterian Church, U.S A , General Secre- 
tary; Charles E. Schaeffer, D.D., of the Reformed Church in the 
U. S., Treasurer. 

These officers together with the following constitute the Executive 
Committee: Peter Ainslie, D.D., Disciples of Christ ; Luther DeYoe, 
D.D., Lutheran (General Synod); Charles H. Dodd, D.D., Disciples 
of Christ; Richard Orme Flynn, -» Presbyterian in the U. S.; 
R. A. Hutchinson, D.D. United Presbyterian ; Bishop M. W. Leibert, 
D.D., Moravian , George G. Mahy, D.D., Presbyterian in the U.S.A.; 
— M. Moore, D.D., Methodist Episcopal, South; Charles E. 
Schaeffer, D.D., Reformed Church in-U. S.; Clarence F. Swift, D.D., 
Congregational ; Bishop. Ethelbert Talbot, D.D., Protestant Epis- 
copal; O. M. Voorhees, D.D., Reformed Church in America; J. G. 
Wilson, D.D. Methodist Episcopal. a 


ment shall be necessary, or at least a thing of much 
value, for the men in the various denominations who 
seek to do federated or union evangelistic work, and 
whose members shall make it their studied business to 
acquaint themselves fully as to the fitness of the ap- 
plicant for the endorsement he seeks. 

The mere fact that a man is a licensed or an or- 
dained minister is not sufficient evidence that he is fit 
for the work of an evangelist, although some ministers 
contend that such ordination is all the endorsement 
they can give or all that is needed. But the fact re- 
mains that some men seek the evangelistic field be- 
cause they are failures as pastors ; usually, then, their 
failures are quite as conspicuous in the field of evan- 
gelism. On the other hand a man may be largely 
successful as an evangelist and make a failure of the 
pastorate, So far as evangelism is concerned, the 
writer believes that our ecclesiastical courts have been 
altogether too careless and too indifferent as to the 
character and fitness of the men upon whom their 
imprimatur has been placed. 

But with the kind of attention suggested, the situ- 
ation as it exists to-day will without doubt be some- 
what relieved. One thing is certain, as heavy cor- 
respondence from all parts of the country has shown, 
and that is that the pastors are longing for some. ar- 
rangement by which they can secure reliable judgment 
concerning evangelistic help of which they often feel 
their community to be in needy; and I venture the state- 
ment that, if such an arrangement can be made, we 
shall find a whole army of churches calling for help 
of this character, and so giving emphatic repudiation 
to the oft-repeated assertion that the church has almost 
wholiv lost her evangelistic spirit. 

It is.earnestly hoped that each of the constitutent 
bodies of the Federal Council will appoint a committee 
on evangelistic work for purposes of co-operation in 
the various contemplated activities of the Federal 
Council s Commission on Evangelism, 


Where Ministers Should Begin in Evangelism 

It has been thought that a series of lectures on 
evangelism might be arranged with profit for the 
various theological seminaries of the country, to be 
delivered either by some evangelist or by some evan- 
gelistic pastor selected by the Federal Council Com- 
mission on this work, and approved by the seminary 
of course. In conjunction with a ten days’ series of 
lectures to the students there could be furnished a 
clinic or practical illustration of evangelistic work by 
the conducting at night, in some church auditorium, 
of a series of regular evangelistic meetings in which 
the students could be enlisted in personal evangelism 
and other features of the work, It will be gratifying 
to the churches to know that correspondence has been 
had with a great number of the theological semina- 
ries, and with but a single exception the response 
has been most enthusiastically favorable. 

It is hardly to be expected that every one will see 
the advisability of every part of any program which 
might be suggested, and we must guard carefully 
against any neglect of that common ground on which 
men of constructive type can stand and work together ; 
every denomination, moreover, should be encouraged 
in whatever features of the work most appeal ‘to its 
own temperament and its own wisdom. 

One thing is clear: we must not be satisfied with 
present conditions, It is the sense of need that has 
brought into existence the Commission on Evangelism 
in whose name the present article is being written. 
Evangelism needs so much the healing, helpful hand 
of the church. I speak for the strongest men in this 
special field of work when I say that evangelism recog- 
nizes her present weakness, and that she does not 
enjoy it, but realizes that the supervision, the restraint, 
the encouragement and the help so much needed can 
come only from the church herself. And when it 
shall please God to bring us to one mind concerning 
this matter, and we give ourselves without reserve to 
do his will, we shall find the way opening along which 
we can move together in asane and thorough evan- 
gelism, both pastoral and vocational, out into the 
whitened fields of harvest ; and, please God, the day 
of great ingathering, of land-wide revival, for which we 
have so long yearrfed and prayed, shall dawn upon is. 


PHILADELPHIA, 
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Changing the indifference of the 
boys and girls into eager interest 


Plans that Have Won Results in Graded Work 


The Forum of Methods in Graded Work 
conducted by Mrs. Maud Junkin Baldwin 














Once a Month for Primary Teachers 


N EXCELLENT plan for securing hearty co-oper- 
ation from the teachers and workers in any de- 
partment is to call them together once a month 

for conference and instruction, This plan has been 
tried in the Primary Department of St. Paul's Presby- 
terian Church, Philadelphia, and the results have been 
very gratifying. 

The meetings bring the helpers together as a unit 
for the betterment of the work of the department. 
Problems are discussed at length, which could not be 
settled satisfactorily after the session of the school on 
the Sabbath, and sociability and friendly intercourse 
are obtained. A study period is planned for part of 
the evening. The superintendent of the department 
acts as president of the organization and a secretary 
and treasurer are selected. 

Various committees are appointed each month and 
thus each member is set to work, ‘The following out- 
line of the meeting may be suggestive : 


8 P. M. Devotional services. 

8 to 8.15. Roll call and payment of dues, 

8.15 to 8.25. Reading of minutes, Deferred business. New 
business. 

8.25 to 8.45. Problems, etc. 

8.45 to 9.30, Study period. 

9 30 t» 10, Social and refreshments. 

The meeting begins promptly at 8 P. M. even 
though only a few are present. Those coming in late 
pay a tax of twocents. An absentee pays at the fol- 
lowing meeting five cents in excess of the regular dues, 
which are ten cents per month. 

The selection of Scripture and hymns is cared for by 
a committee. Prayer is offered by the superintendent, 
or sentence prayers by the teachers. The roll is then 
called and dues collected. 

Deferred. or new business receives attention at this 
point, after which any problems which may have arisen 
in any class, or any topics on which the teachers may 
wish to be enlightened, are presented and freely dis- 
cussed. The experience of one teacher often proves 
beneficial to another having the same problem. 

Great care must be taken in the choice of leader for 
the study period. She must be deeply interested and 
fully capable of handling her topic. At present this 
department is discussing ‘‘Child Nature and Child 
Nurture’? by Professor St. John. The leader an- 
nounces the topic for the following month and suggests 
books to be read, bearingonthetopic. Questions are 
given to several members which are afterwards dis- 
cussed in an open conference. 

A certain proportion of the dues is set aside for light 
refreshments, which are left in the care of a refresh- 
ment committee, and no committee is permitted to 
exceed the amount set aside for the purpose. 
Promptly at 10 o'clock the meeting closes. If you 
have never had such meetings and desire to further 
the work of your department, organize a Departmental 
Teachers’ Meeting. —Mary £. Priest, Philadelphia. 


~ 
How My Girls Volunteered 


N MY class there are twelve girls. They are all 
about seventeen years old. Most of them are in 
the high school or business college. This year 

we organized our class and have used the new Inter- 
mediate Graded Lessons. The results of this change 
in the class life have been excellent. 

One day after the adjournment of a class-meeting, 
an elementary worker in our church said to the girls, 
‘*The mission school has grown so rapidly that I do 
not know what to do. I need teachers very much. 
Where do you think I can get them?’’ One of the 
particularly faithful girls looked eagerly into the face 
of the speaker and said, **Oh, I wish I could teach !”’ 
Two other girls who overheard this expression said, 
‘So do I.’’ Then I interjected, ‘*Well, girls, 
you certainly can,’’ 

We held a special conference and suggested to these 
three new teachers ways and means of working. Shortly 
afterward they began their work with enthusiasm and 
consecration. Each one seemed ready to do her very 
best. A few weeks later the only one of the three 
volunteers who was not a Christian made confession 
of faith in Christ and became one of ‘the inner 


circle."’ Her example was followed by several other 
members of the class, and now all are members of 
the church. 

The teaching experience of these three girls has led 
to several of the other members of the class taking 
the advanced course in teacher-training. One of the 
young teachers said one day, as she spoke of the value 
of teacher-training : ‘* Every Sunday I use some of 
the suggestions given in the training class and they 
do work out finely.’’ 

Soon after these three young women had become 
teachers we learned that the Junior Christian Endeavor 
Society, with a membership of twenty-one or twenty- 
two, had been left without a leader. I explained this 
great opportunity for service, and asked for volunteers 
to assist in making this society worth while. Again 
my call was quickly answered. I could see the result 
of teaching the missionary lessons which now appear 
in the Intermediate Graded Course. All the hard 
work which I had done in the preparation of these les- 
sons was fully repaid by the enthusiasm of the girls 
who volunteered to assist the Junior Christian En- 
deavor Society. 

Many other forms of service have been rendered by 
these girls. Birthday parties have been given for 
those who would not otherwise have had them. 
Flowers have been sent to sick folks and to homes 
saddened by death. Letters have gone to absent 
members. Helpers have been provided in the ele- 
mentary department. At present they are planning 
for a reception for the Intermediate Department. 

There is no doubt that the fourth year Intermediate 
lessons have had much to do with the forms of service 
which have been rendered. ‘‘ Studies in Christian Liv- 
ing’’ have been of large service to the teacher and to 
the pupils. — Mrs. H. L. Hutson, Grand Rapids, Mich. 


4 
Christ’s Life in Scripture and Song 
A Junior Department Exercise 


HE second-year class in the Junior Department 
began to lose interest about July. We diag- 
nosed the case as one of ‘arrested develop- 

ment,’’ not, however, using the words according to 
their usual meaning. 

The situation was this: As long as the children 
were in the Primary Department they were the center 
of interest. No children’s day exercise, or children’s 
missionary program, was complete without the help 
of the Primary Department. The promotion exer- 
cises to the Junior Department placed them still more 
prominently in the limelight. The novelty of the 
Junior work held their interest for the first year and a 
half, but now a crucial time had come, for they were 
beginning to see that they were only ‘‘ betweens’’ in 
a department less attractive than the Primary for 
public work. 

To overcome this feeling we planned that their 
place in the promotion exercises the first of October 
should be a distinctive one. Of course, the class 
graduating to the Intermediate Department would 
hold the center of interest, and the first and third 
year pupils would have very brief promotion exer- 
cises, but these children, not yet arrived at the age 
that shuns publicity, should hold a prominent part in 
the most important program of the year in the Junior 
Department. 

No published program quite fitted our needs, so 
from their lessons in the Graded Course we planned a 
review of that part of the year’s work that dealt with 
Christ's life. 

The entire program was committed to memory, 
each child being drilled separately upon the Scripture 
lesson, though it was recited by the class as a unit. 
A leader announced each division of subject, and the 
children responded by reciting the Scripture in con- 
cert. 

We called this exercise, ‘‘ Christ’s Life in Scripture 
and Song,’’ and it was as follows : 


1. The Birth of John the Baptist Foretold (Luke 1 : 76, 
77-80). 
2. The Birth of Jesus (Luke 2 : 8-15). 


(Tune, “ Christmas Song,” by Harrington.) 


‘** There's a song in the air, 
There's a star in the sky, 








There's a mother's deep prayer, 
: There's a baby’s low cry. 

And the star rains its fire 

While the beautiful sing, 

For the manger of Bethlehem 

Cradles a King."* 


Luke 2 : 40. 
- How John Prepared the Way (Matt. 3 : 1-7). 
. The Baptism of Jesus (Matt. 3 : 13 to 4 
The First Followers of Jesus, The first four followers 
of Jesus were: Simon, called Peter, and Andrew, 
his brother ; James, the son of Zebedee, and John, 
his brother, 


sso 


(Tune, ‘* Angel’s Story,”” by Mann.) 
“© pe I have promised 
To serve thee to the end, 
Be thou forever near me, 
My Master and my Friend. 
I shall not fear the battle 
If thou art by my side, 
Nor wander from the pathway, 
If thou wilt be my guide.”’ 


6. The Triumphal Entry (Mark 11 : 1, 2, 7, 11). 


(Tune, ‘‘ Crusader’s Hymn,” from the German, by Willis.) 


‘* Fairest Lord Jesus! Ruler of all nature ! 
Oh, thou of God and man the Son! 
Thee will | cherish, thee will I honor, 
Thee, my soul's glory, joy, and crown.”’ 


Crucifixion and Burial (Luke 23 : 33, 34.) 


= 


** There is a green hill far away 
Without the city wall; 
Where the dear Lord was crucified, 
Who died to save us all. 
We may not know, we cannot tell, 
What pains he had to bear ; 
But we believe it was for us 
He hung and suffered there."’ 
Matthew 27 : 57-61. 
8. The Resurrection (Luke 24 : 1-10). 
g. The Ascension (Luke 24 : 50, 51). 
10, The Place He Has Gone to Prepare (Rev. 21: 1, 3, 
4, 7): 
(Tune, ** Materna,” by Ward.) 


‘** Thy gardens and thy goodly walks 

Continually are green, 

Where grow such sweet and pleasant flowers 
As nowhere else are seen. 

Right through thy streets with silver sound 
The living waters flow, 

And on the banks, on either side, 
The trees of life do grow.’ 


—By Mary Mabel Ansley. 
% 


The Junior “Trail Blazers” 


OMETIME ago the Monessen Methodist Episco- 
pal Sunday-school realized that something must 
be done to hold their boys. A company of 

Boy Scouts was organized, but that organization does 
not include boys under twelve years of age. ‘The 
majority of the Junior boys were thus not eligible for 
membership. The younger boys were most eager 
for something to do, so after some thought they were 
organized as ‘‘ Trail Blazers.’’ This organization in 
our church is for boys of 9, 10, and 11 years, They 
meet one evening in the week for instruction, and 
each Saturday afternoon the leader takes them for a 
tramp in the country. Many things have been 
planned for the summer months. The following is 
the pledge which each boy must sign if he desires to 
become a ‘* Trail Blazer’’ : 


‘¢ T promise that I will do my best at all times to be a good 
trail blazer, and that I will attend Sunday-school and obey 
my teacher, I will not swear, nor use tobacco or liquor.”’ 


The trail chips which a good trailer is supposed to 
have are as follows : 


. Prompt. 

. Obedient. 

. Orderly. 
Loyal. 
Observant. 
Respectful. 
Tidy. 
Industrious, 
Kind. 

10. Truthful. 


Through this organization we hope to do: some 
things to help keep our boys in touch with the Sun- 
day-school and church, and make it possible for 
them to know Jesus Christ and to become his ser- 
vants.— Mrs, G. H. Thomas, Monessen, Pa. 
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The Lesson Pilot 
By James M. Stifler, D.D. 


Getting Started in Class 


HINGS that are worth having are worth working 
and waiting for. General O. O. Howard, in his 
autobiography, tells how the spiritual light 

came into his own life. He had always been a clean- 
living and conscientious man, and not afraid to stand 
up for his convictions, but with no effective spiritual 
life. He was stationed at Tampa, Florida, at the 
time of the war with the Seminole Indians. A 
friendly officer placed some religious literature :n his 
hands, which es undertook to examine. He was 
especially impressed with the story of the life of an 
English army captain, Hedley Vickars by name. In 
his little office where he managed the affairs of the 
post that were in his charge, and where he had also 
his bed, he pored earnestly over the Bible and Cap- 
tain Vickars’ life, and suddenly a great light broke 
into his own soul, and from that moment God be- 
came a reality to him, and he says that everything 
in life seemed different. The sunshine was brighter, 
the grass greener, and the birds sang more sweetly. 

Not long after that he was in a meeting of the little 
Methodist Church, and when an invitation was given 
to come forward, he observed a crippled woman hob- 
bling toward the altar, while some rude youths snick- 
ered and laughed at her; whereupon he arose and 
walked to the altar and kneeled in prayer. ‘The 
army Officers, when they heard it, said that Howard 
had disgraced the service, but Lieutenant Howard 
not only kept on his way, but records that as a result 
of his conversation with them, nearly every one of the 
officers stationed there became an open Christian and 
united with the church. 

Men who stick to the right will ‘‘overcome.” Poor 
blind Bartimeeus got back his sight that way. 


The Teacher’s Survey 


[The references, except as noted, are to lesson articles in the Times.] 


This is a lesson of peculiar beauty and attractive- 
ness, and it is not difficult to teach. It is in the true 
sense of the word ‘‘ picturesque.” Visiting the Les- 
son Scenes will be of great assistance in visualizing 
this whole story. Some classes may be given great 
help by a careful examination of the variations in the 
three accounts and a frank study of them. 

Variations in Gospel stories are often confusing to 
young people’s minds, and the general principles of 
adjusting them in our minds should be taught every 
Bible reader. 

The variations in this story of Bartimzus are typi- 
cal. Both Dr. Riddle and Dr. Thomas treat these 
quite simply and fully. The causes of variations 
may be pointed out as these writers suggest. 

‘The Gospels are separate witnesses, and such wit- 
ness does not normally agree in detail. In court two 
separate witnesses who agree too minutely are at 
once suspected. Each Gospel was written from a 
different point of view, and emphasizes its own dis- 
tinctions. Such suggestions may be of great help to 
students of inquiring minds. 


The Class in Session 

How wise and sympathetic and wide-awake Jesus 
was. These last days of his journey to Jerusalem 
made a deep impression on his disciples. Jericho 
was the last city of any size that Jesus would pass 
through before coming ee and its suburbs. 
Here at Jericho two incidents happened,—the heal- 
ing of Bartimeeus and the salvation of Zacchzus. 
(Dr. Riddle, ** variations,” and Dr. Thomas, opening 
paragraph). 

There are important differences in the accounts of 
this healing given in Matthew and Mark and Luke 
which are carefully pointed out and discussed by 
Dr. Riddle and Dr. Thomas. Differences in de- 
tails and unity in the essential points of a story is 
the most acceptable sort of legal evidence. 

As they came nearer to Jerusalem, Jesus’ little 
company of disciples was enlarged by the accompani- 
ment of many pilgrims bound for the passover at 
Jerusalem. Bartimzeus seems to have been a beggar 
of more than ordinary force of character, and his 
name being given indicates that he was not unknown 
(Dr. Riddle, v. 46; Dr. Mackie, paragraph 1; Mon- 
day study). The blind man would hear the passage 
of this considerable company and ask what it was. 
Hearing that it was Jesus of Nazareth, he begins to 
cry out with a loud voice. He uses a title for Jesus 
that commands attention,—Son of David (‘Tuesday 
study; Dr. Riddle, v. 47). Beggars are never popu- 
lar, and this one’s noise was rebuked by many. 
Persistence in confident petition always seems to 
please Jesus and his Father. Bartimeus exhibited a 


Mark 10: 46-52. Commit verses 51, 52 


Read Matthew 20 : 29-34 


46 And they come to Jericho: and as he went out from, 
Jericho, with his disciples and a great multitude, the son of 
‘li-mae’us, Bar-ti-mee’us, a blind beggar, was sitting by the 
way side. 47 And when he heard that it was Jesus the Naza- 
rene, he began to cry out, and say, Jesus, thou son of David, 
have mercy on me. 48 And many rebuked him, that he should 
hold his peace: but he cried out the more a great deal, ‘Thou 
Son of David, have mercy on me. 49 And fesus stood siill, 
and said, Call ye him. And they call the blind man, saying 
unto him, Be of good cheer: rise, he calleth thee. 50 And 
he, casting away his garment, sprang up, and came to Jesus. 
51 And Jesus answered him, and said, What wilt thou that I 
should do unto thee? And the blind man said unto him, 
1 Rab-bo’ni, that I may receive my sight. 52 And Jesus said 
unto him, Go thy way ; thy faith hath ? made thee whole. And 
etraightway he received his sight, and followed him in the way. 

1 See John 20. 16. *%Or, saved thee 
The American Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson and Sons 


< 
Your Lesson Questions Answered 


The references here given are usually to paragraphs by num- 
er, of the various lesson-articles in this issue of the Times] 

Verse 46.—Who are meant by ‘‘they’’? Where was 
Jericho? Is anything more known about Bartimzus? 
Was it usual for beggars to sit by the wayside? (Riddle, 3, 
v. 46; Mackie, 1; Visiting the Lesson Scenes ; Thomas, 
1, Monday study; Class in Session, 1, 3.) 

Verse 47.—Why is Jesus referred to as the Nazarene? 
How did Bartimzus probably know anything about Jesus, 
and why did he address him as **thou Son of David’? ? 
Just what did he mean by his plea, ‘* Have mercy on me’’? 
(Riddle ; Gordon, 5-7; Thomas, Tuesday; Class in Ses- 
sion, 3.) 

Verse 48.—Why did some of the bystanders rebuke Bar- 
timeus? (Riddle; Ridgway, 2; Thomas, Wednesday; 
Rogers; Class in Session, 3.) 

Verse 50.—What was the significance of his ‘casting 
away his garment’’? (Riddle; Ridgway, 4; Mackie, 2; 
Thomas, Thursday ; Class in Session, 4.) 

Verse 51.—Why did Jesus ask him what he wanted? 
What was the meaning of the term ‘* Rabboni’”’ ? (Riddle ; 
Gordon, 8, 9; Thomas, Friday ; Class in Session, 4.) 

Verse 52.—What is the meaning of the statement that 


_Bartimzus ‘followed Jesus in the way”? What does 


‘*made thee whole’? mean? (Riddle ; Thomas, Saturday ; 
Class in Session, 4.) 








determination to be heard (Wednesday study). Mr. 
Gordon says that it was the blind man’s insistence 
that turned the scales (paragraph 5), and we can 
well believe that this loud, entreating voice was 
pleasant to the ears of him who bid us ask, seek, and 
knock. 

We cannot emphasize too much the prime impor- 
tance of this outstanding trait of the blind Bartimeus. 
This determination was his faith in action. Real 
faith does not stop just bacause its energy is re- 
buked. Persistency in seeking for good is an essen- 
tial to its accomplishment (Mr. Ridgway, paragraph 
2). As soon as Jesus stops and calls for Bartimeus 
to be brought to him, his critics become his sympa- 
thizers (Dr. Riddle, v. 49; Thursday study; Mr. 
Ridgway, paragraph 3). It is a frequent experience 
that determined seeking after a spiritual or high 
aspiration is criticized by onlookers until it is at- 
tained, when criticism instantly ceases.. Dr. Mackie 
suggests that Bartimeeus’ action in throwing away 
his beggar’s cloak, the token or uniform of his former 
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LESSON 3. JULY 19. BLIND BARTIMAEUS 


Golden Text: Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf shall be unstopped. Then 
g shall the lame man leap as a hart, and the tongue of the dumb shall sing.—Isaiah 35 : 5, 6 





life, is very significant of his confidence that he would 
not need it any more (Mr. Ridgway, 4; Dr. Mackie, 
paragraph 2). sae then elicits a statement from 
the supplicant of what it is that he wants, and very 
skilfully he does it (Mr. Gordon, paragraphs 10, 11). 
‘he request that the blind man makes is for himself, 
but it is not selfish, He asks for a real need (Friday 
study). The granting of the request is immediate, 
‘*Go thy way” being a form of words indicating that 
the matter is settled . Riddle, v. 52). Very sig- 
nificant is Jesus’ concluding word, ‘* Thy faith hath 
made thee whole” (Mr. Gordon's last paragraph; Dr. 
Riddle, v. 52; Saturday study), The fact that Bar- 
timzeus followed Jesus in the way hints that he yore 
an admiration of Jesus for more than merely his 
ability to heal diseases, 


The Lesson Summary 

The ineident of the healing of Bartimeus is pos- 
sibly best understood when we see in it an illustra- 
tion of the disposition which wins response from God. 

Bartimzus showed an indomitable determination 
to have his gp oul heard. He was not deterred by 
fear or by the adverse counsel of others. Moreover, 
when the first indication was given that his case was 
to receive attention, he exhibited a headlong impetu- 
osity in meeting it. We may learn from all this the 
true spirit of prayer. 

Bartimeeus prayed for something which God alone 
could give him. No manner of effort on his part 
could remove that blindness. We Christians are 
confronted with a spiritual blindness in ourselves and 
others that no amount of religious education can re- 
move. God alone can open the eyes of the soul, Do 
we then, like Bartimaeus, desperately and persistently 
entreat God in intercessory prayer that this blindness 
may be removed ? 

God is pleased with energy, and we cannot gain 
great results without expending great energy. 

Enthusiasm and determination are marks of effect- 
ive prayer. 

Questions for Class Use 

1, Give the main differences in the three accounts of this 

healing. 

In what essentials do all three agree ? 

. What actions indicate Bartimzeus’ faith ? 

. Why did he call Jesus *‘ Son of David’’? 

. Why did he not keep still when told to? 

. Why did Jesus ask him to specify what he wanted? 
. What does this teach us about prayer? 


Other Teaching Points 

No one can wait safely for a perfectly convenient occa- 
sion, for often our only hope is to make our own occasion. 
Conventionality is a useful thing, but it should never be 
allowed to harden on us like a shell and keep us back, 

Too often we are kept back from religious energy by 
fearing what others will say. This fear is always ignoble, 
The vote of a majority never yet made conduct right. 

The feeling of a great need is often the agent for the ex- 
pression of great energy. Bartimzeus knew what his need 
was, Would that we all were distressed by our spiritual 
blindness, 

It is interesting to observe that Bartimeeus paid no atten- 
tion to what the crowd said either when they discouraged 
er encouraged him, He was absolutely concentrated on 
one thing. 

Peter, in the first chapter of his second letter, gives us a 
test for blindness. He is blind who lacks these things: 
faith, virtue, knowledge, self-control, patience, godliness, 
brotherly kindness, love. And the apostle is speaking of 
Christians who may lack these things and be blind, ‘* hav- 
ing forgotten the cleansing from his old sins.’ 


A Glimpse of Next Week’s Lesson 
(Luke 1g : 11-27.) 
|For thé teacher to give the class a week ahead, 
to quicken interest in the coming lesson. | 
To be a Christian does not mean that we just have 
a mental belief about Jesus, and then go about our 
business. It means that we shall make the service 
of Jesus the main business of our life. P ims taught 
very plainly that each of us will be held responsible 
for what he could have done. 


SOUP WD 


1. What error did Jesus have in mind when he gave this 
parable ? ; 
2. To what may we liken the pounds ? 
3. What intimation does the parable give about future 
rewards for energetic service ? 
4. What was the matter with the man who hid his 
money ? 
5. See if you can discover in the lesson : 
A wrong track, 
A good chance, 
A hustler. 
Good business policy. 


Evanston, ILL. 
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All You Can Take 
By S. D. Gordon 


HIS was just a passing roadway touch. Jesus’ 
set face was going to Jervenion, but it smiled 
on Jericho's need as he passed through the city. 

And the smile was sunshine. And the sunshine had 
in it healing for body, and life, even as sunshine al- 
ways has, and as this Son-shine had in peculiar power 
oak measure, 

Jericho is a sort of hyphen in this story, tying te- 
gether the movements of Jesus. He came to and 
went out of Jericho. But that connecting hyphen 
meant much to some people, for it connected them 
with Jesus. 

It meant everything to at least three men: the 
blind man on the way in, the little despised tax col- 
lector Zacchzeus inside, and this blind beggar on the 
way out. Luke tells about the beggar on the way in 
as well as about Zaccheus; Mark tells about the 
beggar on the way out; and Matthew tells of the 
two together. It is better to be only a type-setter’s 
hyphen if you connect men in their need with Jesus 
in his power, than to be a whole font of new type at 
anything else, 

Only three men?! It was not much in a statistical 
way. But it meant a new life for each man! You 
can’t tell the value of events by counting ; you must 
weigh them ; especially when Jesus is in them, and 
then the weighing-apparatus is apt to be too limited 
to give the full weight. It’s a simple, uneventful 
thing to be teaching a class every Sabbath, just a 
connecting hour in the day’s round, But it is every- 
thing to be helping shape and mold lives. Weigh- 
ing clear outclasses counting. 


It was the blind man’s insistence that turned the 
scales. This stands out as the uncommonthing. It 
turned the corner from the old life tothe new. His 
blindness was as common as his beggary, and both 
as common as the flies in hot weather, and as the 
poverty that sticks out everywhere. And hearing 
about Jesus, this was common too, ‘There were 
plenty of blind beggars that heard about Jesus and 
went on in their blind beggary. 

‘These things are still as common as dirt,—blind- 
ness of the eyes of the heart, beggary of the spirit- 
life, hearing about the power of Jesus. Just reach 
out your hand now in the circle that you live in, and 
you will touch some of it at once. 

But the insistence—ah ! that’s therare thing. The 
earnestness that insists on being discontented with 
blindness and beggary and with simply hearing 
about Jesus; that insists on pushing past inner 
doubts, and outer rebukes and indifference and 
crowds, and comes into direct personal touch with 

esus himself,—this is the rare thing then and now. 

t is rare in its scarcity. And it is rare in its power; 
it brings one out into the clear seeing, the peace of 
heart, and to the storehouse of supply for all need ; 
for it brings one face to face with him whose presence 
insures things, and more. 


What a master Jesus was in his handling of men! 
He asks the man what he wants. Does this seem a 
a bit strange? Wasn’t his need perfectly plain ? 
Couldn’t he have spoken the word at once? Wouldn't 
it have been a saving of time and strength? Why? 
Just because of the difference between being given a 
thing, and taking it. The young child is given what 
is needed. But the same child later in life at school 
finds out that he can have of knowledge and training 
only as much as he reaches out and takes. 

‘The question coming, the impression received 
through that asking voice, the quivering outreach of 
heart, the quick action of the mind in naming his one 
request, the intensity of soul in this crisis, the tense 
eagerness of spirit,—all this meant yet more and 
deeper blessing to the man’s spirit than the new 
sight did. 


What a tremendous question this is that Jesus asked 
—* What wilt thou?” It was tremendous in the 
power that could ask it, for it assumed the ability to 
give whatever might be asked. Jesus had said to 
the Father, ‘‘ What wilt thou?” And he had given 
all that was asked, even to making this journey to 
Jerusalem, and its cross, Then the Father had said, 
** What wilt thou ?” to his Son, and had granted the 
power to him who had given all obedience. 

Now Jesus can repeat this sweeping question to 
the blind man with confidence that he can give what- 
ever is needed. He gave all to the Father, and sore- 
ceived all from the Father, and could give all to men. 

Then the love that asks the question! All he has 
gotten of power, through such tremendous sacrifice of 
obedience, he would place at the disposal of this 
man’s need ; and places at our disposal. But the 
blind man casting away his garments, and springing 
eagerly forward to take what Jesus has to give— 
they're a bit scarce to-day. 

‘* What wilt thou?” For the same question comes 
to-day tous. There is no limit to the power back of 
the question, nor to the love; nor any in the 
sweep of the question itself. The only limit is 
the one set by the man answering. For bodily 
need, of wisdom in judgment, purity of heart, of 
that rare thing—spiritual power, of men and money, 
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in the whole circle of what you carry in your heart, 
What wilt thou? Anything, and everything you can 
take. The only limit is the one we set. ut the 
taking must be with the life. 


‘* Straightway he received "—of course. It is always 
so. ‘To him who insists, against the crowd whether 
of men or of doubt or of unseen power, insists through 
the waiting time that comes, insists on taking Jesus 
at his word, and staking all on this, to him the result 
will always be, ‘‘ Straightway he received.” 


New York Cliry. . 
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The Lesson’s Bible Dictionary 
By Professor M. B. Riddle, D.D., LL.D. 


LL three synoptists give an account of what is’ 


presumably the same miracle as that narrated 

in this lesson. ‘he account of Mark is the 
most vivacious. But there are many variations in 
regard to detail, which will be referred to below. 

Time.—Last week of March, A. D. 30. 

Place.—At or near Jericho, a city on the west side 
of the Jordan, The more ancient city was a mile 
and a half southeast of that rebuilt by Herod, and 
referred to in the Gospels. 

Variations.— Matthew speaks of two blind men ; 
Mark and Luke of one. atthew and Mark say the 
miracle occurred as Jesus went out from Jericho ; 
Luke seems to indicate that it took place as he drew 
nigh oe though his language is quite general. 
The difference in number is easily explained by the 
| Saenger of Bbartimeus. The other difficulty, it is 

ere suggested, may be removed by assuming that 
our Lord remained in aap for a short time, and 
that the healing took place on some excursion out of 
the city. But many hold that there were two mira- 
cles ; that two cities were referred to ; and a few in- 
sist that there is an absolute discrepancy. It seems 
quite clear that the visit to Zacchzeus (Luke 1g : I-10) 
followed the healing of Bartimzeus. 


Light on Puzzling Passages 

Verse 46.—TZ7hey - Not expressed in the Greek. But 
the reference is to the pos that accompanied Jesus. 
The son of Timeus, Bartimeus,a blind beggar: 
Nothing more is known of this man beyond what is 
here recorded. It has been supposed that he was 
the principal one of the two blind men healed (Matt. ) ; 
also that he is named because he became prominent 
afterward, ‘‘ Bar"=son, in Aramaic. The meaning 
of ‘‘Timzus” is quite uncertain.—Sztting by the 
way side; ‘This was quite usual in the East, and in- 
deed wherever public begging is tolerated. 

Verse 47.—/esus the Nazarene: Mark always uses 
this form, which is equivalent to ‘‘ Jesus of INaza- 
reth.”” It became a term of contempt, probably quite 
early.—/esus, thou son of David: Bartimzus would 
naturally have heard of Jesus, but his faith is indi- 
cated in the address, ‘‘ son of David,’’ which implies 
a recognition of the Messiahship of Jesus.— Have 
mercy on me: This meant, at first, ‘‘restore my 
sight” (v. 51). 

Verse 48.—Many rebuked him: Probably they did 
not object to the phrase, ‘‘son of David,” but sup- 
posed the persistent crying would annoy Jesus. 
Blind beggars are apt to be vociferous.—7he more a 
great deal; So Matthew. 

Verse 49.—/esus stood still: This was a rebuke 
to the rebukers.—Be of good cheer: rise, he calleth 
thee: This language of the bystanders indicates 
sympathy on their part, 

Verse 50.—Casting away his garment: The 
outer garment, or cloak. His action indicated haste. 
The garment would probably impede his progress. — 
Sprang up: Pecuiiar to Mark. These minute de- 
tails suggest the report of an eye-witness. 

Verse 51.—What wilt thou? As so often, our 
Lord put a question tocall forth the faith in the person 
seeking a cure.—Raddoni:; Only here and in John 
20:10. It means ‘‘my Master,” and is the most re- 
spectful of three similar forms of address: Rab, 
Rabbi, Rabboni.—7%at J may recetve my sight: 
The word may mean ‘see again,” but that sense 
would imply that Bartimezus had not always been 
blind, and of this there is no evidence. He does not 
say how or why, but simply expresses a desire which 
he believes Jesus can grant. 

Verse 52.—Go thy way: This is not a command to 
depart, but a form of dismissal, and here indicates 
that the matter was virtually ended by the granting 
of the request. Matthew's account says, ‘‘ being 
moved with compassion, touched their eyes.” Luke 
gives the express command, ‘‘ Receive thy sight.” — 
Thy faith hath made thee whole: Or ** saved thee.” 
That this refers to more than the restoration of 
sight is evident from what follows, and has been so 
understood by those who read the simple, but graphic 
and Rother. story.—Followed him in the way: 
The Greek tense indicates continued following. Bar- 
timeeus joined the multitude that went up to Jerusa- 
lem with our Lord. Luke describes the effect on the 
people: ‘‘ All the people, when they saw it, gave 
praise unto God." 


WESTERN THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY. 





JULY 4, 1914 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


Model Prayers.—7hou son of David, have mercy 
on me (v. 47). A prayer that brings the answer [| 
consider a model prayer. Hereis one, ‘* Have mercy 
on me.” A square prayer of four words. Here is a 
triangular one just as good, ‘‘ Lord, remember me ” 
(Luke 23:42) Some of you blind ‘‘thieves” try 
these some day. This day. You don't need a vo- 
cabulary, a grammar, or a dictionary to reach heaven, 
Christ is more sensitive to the movings of a human 
soul than that little earthquake instrument down at 
Washington is to the tremors of the earth. Everybody 
knows Jesus never refused a single cry from the 
needy suffering children of men. But thousands do 
not seem to realize he is the same Jesus to-day with 
the sume ear open to the same cry (Heb. 13: 8). In 
these days do the blind see, the deaf hear, the dumb 
speak? They surely do. Helen Keller with all 
these afflictions in one poor frail little body. ‘To-day 
she knows more and is doing more than thousands of 
you who never sat in darkness and silence with no 
language but a touch. Who did it? Get her auto- 
biography and let her tell how God did it. 


How to Get Things.—J/any rebuked him (v. 48). 
The fellow who will not be put off generally gets what 
he wants. Heaven and earth seem to be built on the 
importunity plan, The reason that many men have 
little in this world and nothing in the next is because 
they have never wanted good things bad enough 
‘*ter jest keep a hollerin’ fer’em,” as Sam Echoff 
says (Luke 11 : 8,9; 18: 6,7). I was ina line at the 
railroad ticket-office in Buffalo last night while the 
young Canadian ahead of me was trying to get a 
reservation to Chicago. The agent said he had noth- 
ing. ‘*Sold out,” he snapped. But the man per- 
sisted, ‘‘ You are a public carrier with certain privi- 
leges.” ‘‘No, I won’t meve on. You must provide 
for me.” And there they wrangled while a string of 
us waited. Finally, the agent got busy on the tele- 
phone, and at last said to Mr. Persistency, ‘‘ Guess I 
can fix you up now.” The blind man kept on crying 
and he was ‘fixed up” too, And you will be fixed 
up if you keep crying.. The volume of your cry will 
indicate the pressure of your need. ‘Ihe fellow who 
gets up is the fellow who never ‘‘lets up” (Jer. 29: 
12, 13). 


The Garden of Eden.— Ze of good cheer; rise, he 
calleth thee (vy. 49). Those who had just called him 
down, now call him UP. ‘Rise, he calleth .thee.” 
This is always the pretty motion of it. You call for 
mercy and Christ calls for you. And behold, you are 
full of ‘‘Good Cheer.” What more can a man have 
in this world than good cheer. We have lots of happy 
menin Coatesville. No, not up and down Main Street 
where autos honk and pink teas jingle and ‘‘ bridge” 
gets ‘‘across.” But we will go where Bartimzus 
lives and sees since he cried, ‘‘ Have mercy on me.” 
What a world it would be in Coatesville if all the 
folks who profess religion would work at it. Sup- 
pose every man slipped the Golden Rule into his hip- 
pocket where it would be handy as a gun, and so be- 
gan and ended the day. And every woman had one 
in her work-bag for a tape-measure. The Garden of 
Eden right in old Chester Valley, and the whole world 
trying to move in! (Psa. 4:7; John 15: 11). 


**Blind Faith.” — Casting away his garments 
(v. 50). Here in Pennsylvania if a man meets with 
financial misfortune the law exempts $300. When a 
man signs away his exemption, the paper is called in 
the vernacular ‘‘a shirt-tail note.” In Palestine this 
garment was the exemption nocreditor could take. 
The man consequently threw away everything in his 
need and eagerness. What man doomed to darkness 
would think of anything but light? A blind man is 
usuaiiy a man fullof faith. A blind man, whether 
led or feeling his way with a cane, goes with head up 
and chin out. If he stoops and shuffles, it is an evi- 
dence he sees a little. The blind man walks entirely 
by faith. I like to watch a blind colored porter in 
Philadelphia who walks briskly along the street tap- 
ping the pavement merrily with his cane and singing 
a little song as he goes. Hecannot see the pavement 
a single step, but in faith and trust, with shoulders 
back and head up, he walks nnhesitatingly into the 
curtained day on the busy city street. If you know 
God, that is exactly the way you will walk too 
(2 Cor. 5 : 7). 

What ?— What wilt thou I should do unto thee ? 
(v.51). ‘*Aye, Lord, give me a little dog to lead me, 
a tin-cup for the pennies, and a nice sign to go around 
my neck, ‘ Pity the Poor Blind.’” Did he ask this ? 
Well, that is what some folks ask for. They ask for 
wealth, position, and such dogs and tin-cups, instead 
of for Christian character. When a man has sight, 
he needs neither leading nor alms to make him live. 
When a man has character, he needs neither wealth 
nor position to make him happy. Jesus made this 
man happy by restoring his sight. But Fanny Crosby, 
the happiest of our song-birds, for many a long day 
has had her eyes lovingly closed until they open in 
heaven, and she shall ‘‘ see him face to face.” ‘‘ What 
wilt thou ?” (Matt. 7: 7.) 

CoaTESVILLE, Pa. 
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LESSON FOR JULY 19 (Mark 10 : 46-52) 


The Illustration Round-Table 


LL. readers are invited to assist in the con- 
A duct of this department. One dollar is 
offered for every anecdotal lesson illus- 
tration used, and two dollars for the best illus- 
tration each week. A circular explaining the 
acceptance of material, and the year's lesson 
calendar, will be sent for a two-cent stamp. 


Not for Sale.—And when he heard that it 
was Jesus the Nazarene, he began to cry out, 
and say, Jesus, thou son of David, have 
mercy on me (v.47). When Clara Barton was 
engaged in the Red Cross work in Cuba, dur- 
ing the Spanish-American War, ex-President 
Roosevelt (then Colonel Roosevelt) came to 
her desiring to buy some delicacies for the 
sick and wounded men under his command. 
Ilis request was refused. Roosevelt was 
troubled ; he loved his men, and was ready 
to pay for the supplies out of his own pocket. 
‘“*How can I get these things?’’ he said ; 
‘*T must have proper food for my sick men.’’ 
‘* Just ask for them, Colonel,’’ said the sur- 
geon in charge of the Red Cross headquar- 
ters. ‘*Oh,’’ said Roosevelt, his face break- 
ing into a smile, ¢*then I do ask for them.”’ 
And he got them at once; but you notice 
that he got them through grace, and not 
through purchase. If men could buy the 
grace of ‘a quiet conscience and a restful 
heart, how the millionaires would vie with 
each other at such an auction; but no one 
can have this chain of heaven’s gold except 
by the free grace of God, which is offered to 
us every one.—From Onward. Sent by 
C. A. Rogers, Iroquois, Ontario, Can. 


Edison’s Method.—MVany rebuked him, 
that he should hold his peace: but he cried 
out the more a great deal (v. 48). While 
young Theodore Edison was recently experi- 
menting with a ‘*glass bottle bomb”? in his 
father’s laboratory, says an exchange, the 
contrivance exploded, and a few bits of the 
broken glass were embedded in the hand of 
the youthful investigator. ‘*Some of your 
first inventions blew up, didn’t they, father ?”’ 
inquired the-boy. ‘* Yes, they did,’’ admitted 
the: famous inventor, ‘* but I went at them 
again.’’—From Onward. Sent by Achsa L. 
McDowell, ‘Tillsonburg, Ontario, Can. 


The'Cheery Transfer.— Be ‘of good cheer 
(v.49). 
‘If you are on the gloomy line, 
Get a transfer. 
If you're inclined to fret and pine, 
Get a transfer. 
Get off the track of doubt and gloom; 
Get on the Sunshine train, there’s room— 
Get a transfer, 


“ If you're on the worry train, 
Get a transfer. 
You must not stay there and complain, 
Get a transfer. 
The cheerful cars are passing through, 
And there's lots of room for you— 
Get a transfer. 


‘*If you are on the grouchy track, 
Get a transfer. 
Just take a happy special back— 
Get a transfer. 
Jump on the train and pull the rope 
That lands you at the station Hope— 
Get a transfer."’ 
—From the Rochester News. Sent by W. /. 
Hart, D.D., Dolgeville, N. Y. 


The Questions Answered.--And te, cast- 
ing away his garment, sprang up and came 
to Jesus (v. 50). A man once came to Mr, 
Moody, and said, ‘‘If you will answer this 
list of questions, then I will become a Chris- 
tian’? Mr. Moody said, ‘‘If you will be- 
come a Christian and start to-night, and then 
come to me to-morrow morning, I will an- 
swer every question in your list.’”’ _The man 
said, ‘*Sir, I will come.’’ That night he 
accepted Christ as his Saviour. The next 
morning he came back to Mr. Moody’s house, 
his face shining, and said, ‘‘ Mr. Moody, I 
will not have to put you to the trouble of 
answering the questions ; they have all been 
answered.’’—From Onward. Sent by Achsa 
L.. McDowell, Tillsonburg, Ontario, Can. 


Are We Asking Enough from God ?— 
Rabboni, that I may receive my sight {v. 51). 
Theodore Monod was once telling a little 
friend about Christ healing blind Bartimzus, 
‘“*And what,’’ said he to the boy, ‘* would 
you have asked from Jesus if you had been 
blind?”? ‘*Oh,” said the child, with glow- 
ing face and kindling eyes, ‘*I should have 
asked him for a nice little dog with a collar 
and chain to lead me about.’’ How often 
do we ask for the blind man’s dog instead of 
the seeing man’s eyes !—From The Sunday 
School Chronicle. Sent by W. R. Clark, 
Jersey, England. 


/THE SUNDAY 


The Promise of Light.—addoni, that J 
may receive my sight (v. 51). Dr. Horton, 
who was in danger of losing his sight, went 
to Germany to consult a specialist. One day 
he was in the consulting-room of the oculist 
in Wiesbaden, and as he waited he put his 
hand into his pocket and drew out his little 
Bible,—not to read it, but to see if he could. 
As he opened it his eyes fell on the text in 
Second Samuel: ‘ For thou art my lamp, O 
Jehovah : and Jehovah will lighten my dark- 
ness.’? ‘*I had not been aware,’’ says the 
doctor, ‘*of the very existence of this text, 
and do not know who but an angel could 
have led me to it, but I felt, whether I re- 
ceived sight or not, those words were 
enough,’’—From the British Congregation- 
alist. Sent by W. Hetherington, Plum- 
stead S. E., England. The prise for this 
week is awarded to this illustration, 


“ 
Visiting the Lesson Scenes 


HE road by which Jesus went from Jeri- 
cho up to Bethany and Jerusalem is 
still in existence, a much traveled high- 

way. Our map shows a V with its point near 
Jericho and its arms reaching eastward across 
plain and river, We will stand to-day at that 
point, and face east so as to have before us 
the space included by those spreading arms, 
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It is a steep hillside from which we are 
looking. Sunshine lies bright and warm on 
a dusty highway at our feet. ‘The heavy 
shadows of some horsemen and some laden 
donkeys, slowly coming up the road towards 
us, contrast sharply with the dazzling light all 
around them. It is a curiously crooked road 
—made so intentionally, to render the ascent 
of the hill a bit easier. We can trace its 
white line over a barren terrace down before 
the hill, past a ruined reservoir wall, and part 
of the way across a broad level that reaches 
five or six miles toward a distant line of high 
bluffs. 

In the year 30 that reservoir was in good 
condition; it held water for irrigating or- 
chards and fields on the lower ground. The 
Jericho of that era was beyond it at the south, 
a little farther toward our right. The road 
beside which the blind man sat, listening to 
the voices of those who went by, must have 
been some continuation of this very highway 
at our feet, for this steep hillside route was 
then (as it is now), a much-traveled thorough- 
fare up to Jerusalem. If our Lord and the 
disciples paused that day on this slope to rest 
and look back, they saw the plain of Jericho 
looking much more prosperous than it looks 
to-day, better watered and cultivated; but 
those distant highlands of Perzea (old Moab) 
east of Jordan must have loomed against the 
sky almost exactly as we see them in I9I4. 

Use a stereograp\, entitled ‘‘ Jordan Valley 
and old Moab, east from the Jericho-Jerusa- 
lem road.’’ 


The Underwood Travel System is, under this 
heading, applied as usual to the lesson of the 
week. ‘The use of the stereographs will be 
found a most practical help in making the les- 
son-places vea/. Forty-eight places will be vis- 
ited during 1914. The forty-eight stereographs 
cost $8.00, and if all are ordered at one time, a 
cloth-bound, gold-lettered case will be given 
free. ‘l'welve places will be described with the 
lessons of this third quarter ; cost, $2. ‘he four 
for July alone cost 67 cents. (Less than four in 
one order are 20 cents each). Stereoscopes, 85 
cents each. Postage or express is prepaid on 
orders for either stereographs or stereoscopes. 
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tinted, ps cents ; colored, $1.10. In orders for 
twenty-five or more at one time prices are : plain 
sides, 40 cents ; sepia-tinted, 45 cents ; colored, 
$1. Address The Sunday School Times Co., 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


Oriental Lesson-Lights 
By George M. Mackie, M.A., D.D. 


Missionary to the Jews, and Minister to the 
Anglo-American Congregation in 
Beyrout, Syria 


S HE went out from Jericho, ... a 
blind beggar (v. 46). . The entrance to 

a town is a favorite place for begging. 
Those entering the town were disposed to 
give a small thank-offering for ending their 
journey in safety through the robber-haunted 
wilderness of Judea, and those setting out 
would think it judicious to lend something to 
the Lord by such an act of charity. A beg- 
gar may be found occupying the same place 
for thirty or forty years; sitting for the sake 
of the shadow on one side of the road in the 
forenoon and on the other in the afternoon. 
Sometimes the particular spot is chosen be- 
cause of a tree on one side, and on the other 
side the beggar. may have a low screen of 
matting over his head. ‘The place becomes 
his inheritance, and public opinion would 
not tolerate the intrusion of another of the 
same profession. He becomes known and 
identified with the place, and if he does not 
always get coppers, he is sure of a salutation 
from those who pass by. Bartimzeus would 
be well-informed of all that was going on, 
and had probably heard about. Jesus, the 
prophet of Nazareth, and his wonderful 
works, : 

Casting away his garment (v. 50). The 
large, square, sleeveless outer cloak made of 
wool, goat-hair, or camel-hair, and woven in 
stripes of alternate black and white. It was 
his protection by day and night, and in its 
torn and soil-stained condition had been the 
emblem of his calling for many years, In it 
he dozed away the time when there was no 
sound of approaching footstep or bell-tinkle 
of baggage-animal on the road. ‘This gar- 
ment he threw off in lis eagerness to accept 
Christ’s invitation to approach, and in the 
new joy of sight le forgot all about the old 
robe whose only value layin’ its being part of 
the make-up of a blind beggar, 


ALEXANDRIA, EGYPT, 
% 


From the Platform 
APrayer Before the Lesson.—Our Lord 


and Saviour, we thank thee for opening our 
eyes to see thee and know thee as our Saviour 
from sin and our ever-present Helper. May 
we not be blind to-day, forgetting the cleansing 
from our old sins, but may we have the eager 
faith and the thankful heart of blind Bartimaeus. 
Bless the thousands of blind in our land, and 
the hundreds of thousands without sight in 
heathen lands ; but most of all we ask that thou 
wilt open the eyes of those at home and abroad 
who are spiritually blind and cannot see God. 
In thine own name we pray. Amen, 


After the Lesson.— What did blind Bar- 
timzeus usually ask for as he sat by the way- 
side? Yes, he wasa beggar and asked alms. 
Many of the people were able to give money, 
and no doubt Bartimzeus often received help. 
But do you suppose he ever asked any of 
them to restore his sight? How different it 
was when Jesus was passing by! The blind 
man himself was the son of Timzus, but 
Jesus was ‘*the son of David,’’ the Messiah 
who was promised, who could open the eyes 
of the blind,—just the kind of Messiah he 
needed. 


AGREAT ERR, A GREAT SAyiou® 


Now I think if Bartimzeus were here to- 
day he would tell us how great a Saviour 
Jesus is, and that we should have faith to 
ask great things of Him—things that our 
friends could not give us. He would tell us 
too that we should take to Jesus even the 
needs that seem to us small and unimportant. 
For Jesus is always ready to turn aside to 
help in anything that concerns those who 
love him and have faith in him. 

As our pastor leads us in prayer let us ask 
ourselves what lack there is in our own lives 
that we would like Jesus to supply. Then 
remember blind Bartimzeus’ faith and just 




















Lantern slides of the same scenes can also be 
supplied. Plain slides, 50 cents each ¢:sepia- 





ask Jesus very definitely to supply that need 
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Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


** All hail the poset of Jesus’ name.” 

‘**T love to tell the story.”’ 

My ry A of light, enlighten me."’ 

**O Christ, our true and only light.’’ 

‘*Out of my bondage, sorrow and night." 

‘The Great Physician now is here."’ 

***The whole world was lost in the darkness 
of sin."’ 

‘* What means this eager, anxious throng ?"’ 
(References in parentheses are to the metrica! 
Psalm k ** Bible Songs.”’) 

Psalm 146 : 5-8 (316 : 1, 3, 5). 
Psalm 4 : 1-5 (6: 1, 3, 5). 

Psalm 145 : 8-18 (311 : 1, 2, 6, 7). 
Psalm 57 : 1-5 (116 : 1-3). 

Psalm 86 : 1-17 (173 : 1, 3, 4, 14). 
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Three-Minute Nature Talks 
By Lee McCrae 


29. What the Fishes Taught Me 


HAVE been singing our fishes’ song all 
week, have you? It is pretty, but it is 
hard, isn’t it? We will have to sing it 

over a good many times before we get it just 

right. 

*But all the time we can be thinking how 
different and how queer fishes are! Tell me 
some of the things you remember about 
them. Why boat-shaped bodies, why no fur 
or feathers? Why no legs or wings? How 
do they live in winter? Where’s their food? 
God made them exactly for the place they 
are, didn’t he? 

Now let me tell you something else beau- 
tiful that he did for them. Their eyes are 
made so they can see under the water, though 
we don’t want any water to get into ous eyes, 
do we? It does not hurt theirs the least bit. 

And I am so glad they Aave eyes, for down 
there where no man ever sees there are such 
beautiful things growing! Ferns and queer 
plants and glisteny rocks and mosses, I ex- 
pect a fish swims under the pond-lily leaves 
that spread out on top of the water and plays 
the leaf is-his unvbrella ! 

Then you have noticed that God put pretty 
colors on the fishes’ bodies? Some are 
speckled, some silvery, some gold, some blue 
or green with gay stripes on them, I believe 
the fishes themselves like these pretty colors ; 
I know their eyes see them, and God put the 
colors there. No wonder they seem so happy 
in the water. ‘*God who made them loves 
them, cares for them alway.’’ 

They in the water, birds in the air, and we 
on the land—all happy because the Great 
God has been so good to us! 


BIRMINGHAM, ALA, 
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For the Primary Teacher 
By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


ESSON Arim.—Try to show that it is 
only in cities and countries where 
people love Jesus Christ that they are 

kind to the blind, deaf, dumb, lame, sick 
and unfortunate, as was Jesus when on earth, 

Introduction, — At a big Sunday-school 
convention this spring the man who played 
the great church organ was blind, but people 
didn’t know it unless some one told them, 
or they saw his face. Ile could not see any 
notes, but he knew the music by heart, and 
did not make mistakes. This good man, 
Dr. Geibel, writes many happy songs for 
Sunday-school or tosing. He has never 
seen God’s gift of day and night, but he 
knows about God’s gift to the world of Jesus, 
and because he loves Jesus he thinks of 
cheerful songs. When he was a boy he went 
to a school for the blind in Philadelphia, 
where many blind children have learned to 
make their lives useful. 

A woman named Fanny Crosby has been 
blind ever since she was a little girl, and she 
has lived to be more than ninety years old. 
She has written many sweet songs to cheer 
herself and others. One day, when she was 
thinking about Jesus and his love, she wrote, 
*“‘And J shad/ see him face to face’’ (chorus 
of **Saved by Grace’’). 

Blind people learn to read with their 
fingers, and they write by ‘pricking points 
through paper, which others can read by 
feeling the points with their fingers. If pos- 





—and give thanks to him or the answer. 





sible, show some. printing for the blind, or 
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suggest a visit to the public library to see a 
book for the blind. 

It is only in Christian lands that kind 
people plan schools where the blind, deaf, 
dumb and crippled may learn many useful 
things. Long ago people thought that blind 
folks must become beggars, and even now 
some would rather sit near church steps or 
street corners and beg than go to school to 
learn to be useful, 

Lesson Story.—Jesus and his friends made 
quite a long journey as they traveled toward 
Jerusalem, One day they crossed the Jor- 
dan River, and soon came to the city of 
Jericho, which had a wall around it, 
the city gate sat two blind men to beg from 
people who passed. Bartimaeus was one of 
the blind men, Like all blind people, he 
could hear very well, and could tell by the 
steps whether one person or many came along, 
whether people were walking or riding. 

One day they heard many steps, and won- 
dered what the crowd meant. This was 
their chance, for they had heard of the kind- 
ness of Jesus, 


‘* His hands were always helping, 
And his eyes were always kind. 
And he never was too busy 
To heal the sick and blind.” 

(Song Stories*for the Sunday-school. 15 
cents. Clayton F. Summy Co., Chicago.) 
The Scripture story is so short and plain 
that it should be told as written. Study the 
accounts in Matthew and Luke for other 
items. The story is so full of action that it 
should be easy to present a vivid word pic- 
ture, Afterwards show the picture and let 
the children retell the story, or sketch the 
crowd near the city gate, or represent the 
main details on the sand-table, showing the 
city, the road, etc. This is a story which 
the children would greatly enjoy reviewing 
in action, as so many characters were in the 
crowd. If this plan is tried for review, it 
should be natural and informal. Be sure to 
emphasize that the men followed Jesus, who 
had proved their best friend, and their hearts 

were full of praise. Sing: 


** Jesus, Saviour, healed the sick and blind, 
‘Taught the people to be true and kind, 
Loved them always, taught them how to pray, 
Lived among them in his holy way." 

(Carols, new edition, 25 cents. 
Leyda Pub. Co, Chicago.) 

After the Story.—Did you ever hear about 
Helen Keller? When she was a baby she 
was so ill that she became deaf, dumb and 
blind. | [ler parents and friends thought that 
she could never learn anything, but when 
she was almost your age a kind, patient 
teacher was found who helped her to learn 
just by touching things, and she has grown 
to be a wonderful young woman, who has 
even learned to speak, though she cannot 
hear what she says. 

Hand \Vork.—Write something that you 
would like to do to help the blind, lame, etc. 
Think what you would want some one to do 
for you if you were blind, (Suggest any 
possible practical plan near at home.) 

CHICAGO. 

“ 


My Class of Girls 
By Helen Gill Lovett 


Teach : 1. Jesus is greater than the prophecy. 
2. Faith in Jesus is our healing. 
Introduction : Blindness. 
1. Prophecy. 
2. Fulfilment. 


UR lesson to-day is ofa blind man. It 
must be a terrible affliction to be 
blind, do you not think so? Did you 

ever have your eyes tested by the school 
doctor? This is watchful care to prevent 
blindness. But in the East when Jesus 
lived, and even to-day, blindness is much 
more prevalent. Ignorance and sin, sand 
and sun, all aid in increasing it. And there 
no skilful nurses, nor school doctors, nor 
watchful teachers are alert for earliest symp- 
toms. How do these beggars obtain a live- 
lihood ? 

1. Seven hundred years before Jesus Christ 
came a great messenger or prophet named 
Isaiah told the people of the coming of one 
who would heal blindness. Read the proph- 
ecy in Isaiah 35 : 5, 6. Havethe girls mark 
and memorize it. These people thought 
only of physical blindness; but is there a 
blindness worse than that? Explain. 

2. Was this prophecy ever fulfilled? Let 
us ask Bartimgeus, once a blind beggar of 
Jericho, 

‘Then read, with the girls following in 


Near. 
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their own Bibles, the verses of the lesson 
(Mark to ;: 46-52). 

Question on the details: Who was Bar- 
timeeus? Where did he live? Who do you 
think told him who was coming? What did 
he do?- What effect did his crying produce 
on the crowds? Why do you suppose they 
objected? What effect did this have on 
Bartimzeus? What did it indicate concern- 
ing his sincerity of purpose and the realiza- 
tion of his need? What did Jesus do? 
What message did the disciples bring ? How 
does it always mean good cheer when Jesus 
calls us? Does Jesus care when men are 
unhappy ? ag the ways in which the 
beggar showed his faith, Let the girls sug- 
gest what he might have asked for. What 
was Jesus’ reply? 

So Bartimzeus was not so blind after all, 
was he? What did he see that others 
missed ? His faith proved that he was not 
spiritually blind. There are some things 
that Ilelen Keller sees more clearly than 
many of us who have sight. She has seen 
clearly the world’s need of Jesus Christ and 
the need of more brotherly love among men, 
those who are blind to the best things in 
life. Name some of these things that phys- 
ically blind people can clearly ‘*see.’? How 
does Jesus, the judge of men, test for blind- 
ness? Can he cure this kind? Explain how 
Jesus is mightier than any prophecy. 

Jesus told Bartimzeus that his faith in him 
had*cured him. What is faith? Explain 
that itis believing raised to propelling power. 
If I believe so firmly that Jesus will take 
away my sin and direct my life, that I quit 
worrying and fussing about things I want 
and have not been given, that is faith, And 
if I plant a seed and water it, believing so 
truly that it will grow that I refrain from 
digging it up to see its growth, but go about 
my work, that is faith. And if I believe 
that God is love so firmly that I do not fret 
and complain when life seems unkind and 
unfair, that is faith, 

Bartimzeus had a faith which led him to 
act, and he received his sight and followed 
Jesus. ‘lhose without the faith to follow are 
the blind ones. We must lead them along 
by our help and encouragement until they 
**see’?’ Jesus Christ. Watch your steps next 
week. See whether you stumble about in 
faith, or walk boldly. Are you blind, or have 
you eyes of faith to call to Jesus and be healed ? 
Let us pray that such blindness in us may be 
forgiven and removed. 


Home Work on Next Week’s Lesson. 


Tell the story in Luke 19: 11-27. Men- 
tion some one in history who was given great 
work to do because he was faithful in less 
important work, 

Read Matthew 25 : 14-30. What made 
the difference in the amounts gained? Who 
deserved the greatest reward? How and 
why is the dressmaker who does good 
work rewarded with more work? Is this 
always so? 

Explain the effect of exercise and lack of 
exercise on the muscles, Ifow could you 
judge which one had taken best and most 
regular exercise. Does this priuciple hold 
in spiritual things. 

Read again Luke 19: 11-27. Were you 
ever given larger and more important work 
because you did some less important work 
well? 


PHILADELPHIA. 
% 
Pucker’s “‘ Boy’s-Eye View” 
By the Rev. William O. Rogers 
EACHER began the lesson last Sunday 


by asking us which was the worse, to ; 


be deaf or blind. Bumps thought it 
would be terrible not to hear what people 
said nor the band when it plays. But Bull- 
dog Jones declared there are lots more things 
to see than there are to hear, and you can 
somewhere near make up for deafness by 
spelling things out on your fingers or writing 
on paper, but nothing can take the place of 
seeing ; and we all sided in with him. 

So teacher told us about blind Bartimzeus, 
how much he missed by not being able to 
see; how he couldn’t make a living because 
in those days people hadn’t thought of 
basket-weaving and such things for blind 
folks to do; so Bartimzeus was a beggar, like 
the one we see sometimes on the bank cor- 
ner, holding out his hat whenever he hears 
any one come along. 

My home question, you remember, was to 
locate Jericho, where Bartimzeus lived. Of 





course our class map was hanging on the 
wall, and I pointed out the place there, But 
teacher said that was too easy. So I had to 
draw a map of my own on the blackboard 
and mark Jericho on it, because teacher says 
we learn best by doing. 

He handed me the stereoscopic picture! for 
the day, and before we passed it around he 
had me read what was printed on it. ‘Then 
I had to draw an arrow on the board right 
where the photographer! stood to take the 
picture, and pointing in the direction he was 
looking. It was a view of the road from 
Jerusalem to Jericho, and after Jesus cured 
Bartimzeus he probably came up along this 
very road, and Bartimeus with him. 

We read the lesson like a dialogue. Skinny 
was Bartimzeus, Carl read what Jesus said. 
Teacher gave the explanatory parts, and we 
all read together that where a’ lot of them 
said, ‘‘ Be of good comfort, rise, he calleth 
thee.” 

Then we took up the other home ques- 
tions. Bert explained that the crowd was 
made up mostly of people going to Jerusalem 
to the Passover feast. 

Fred thought somebody must have told 
Bartimzus about how Jesus could cure folks. 
‘Teacher said that’s about the only way peo- 
ple ever hear about Christ, outside of read- 
ing the Bible, and that’s why Jesus told his 
followers they must be witnesses. 

Carl said the blind man asked for mercy, 
instead of sight, because he just trusted Jesus 
to know what he needed ; and teacher quoted 
that verse in Matthew 6:8: ‘* For your Father 
knoweth what things ye have need of, before 
ye ask him.”* 

The question why the pedple tried to hin- 
der Bartimzeus was Bulldog’s. 

** Aw, folks are always kicking a fellow 
that’s down on his luck,’’ he growled. 

‘Teacher tried to show that the people 
didn’t want Jesus disturbed, nor the proces- 
sion broken up; that they were thinking of 
propriety. But Bulldog insisted that they 
were just selfish-mean, and teacher had to 
give up that perhaps selfishness was at the 
bottom of it. 

**At any rate,’’ he said, ** Jesus counted 
the helping that one beggar of more import- 
ance than any other matter just then, When 
nothing else could make: hint pause as he 
pressed resolutely on. to the cross, a plea for 
mercy halted him, ‘ For we have nota high- 
priest that cannot be touched with* the feel- 
ing of our infirmities,’ ’? he quoted from He- 
brews 4: 15, ‘and that example of tender 
pity for those in distress we ought to follow,” 
he added. 

Skinny couldn’t tell why Jesus didn’t heal 
the Llind man without making him come to 
him, but teacher said there might be lots of 
reasons, He had us guess on them and we 
suggested all kinds of things, like: ‘* He 
wanted the crowd to see the miracle’’; ‘‘ He 
wanted the blind man to see his healer first 
of all’’; ‘*It was to strengthen the blind 
man’s faith’’; ‘*it would make it easier for 
Bartimzeus to follow Jesus,’ etc. 

Teacher thinks it might have been all of 
these and more, too. ‘*At any rate,’’ he 
declared, ‘‘it pays to be right out and out 
with what you do, and not try to hide it like 
a coward,”’ 

‘*Why do you wear that class pin?’’ he 
asked of Fred. 

** Because I want folks to know I belong 
to the best class in high-school,’’ Fred an- 
swered, 

**Good,”’ declared teacher, smiling at his 
display of class loyalty, ‘that’s the spirit 
with which we ought to show our colors for 
Christ, and it will help us win many a battle 
over temptation,” 

He says in a battle the coward who sneaks 
away is just as likely to be hit or captured as 
the man who stands firm in the ranks, and 
that boldness is half the battle, while cow- 
ardice is sure defeat. 

Bumps had the last question, why Jesus 
made the blind man tell just what he wanted. 
Bumps said it was to test Bartimzeus’ faith, 
and teacher thought so, too, 


“It’s a good thing to ask God to give us_ 


what he sees we need, but indefinite praying 
is often due to a lack of faith,’’ he explained. 
*¢ Jesus knew what Bartimzus needed, but 
he wanted a sign of faith, so he could give 
the blind man his desire.”’ 





“ DESIRE + FAITH = TRUE PRAYER” 











he added, putting those words on the board, 





1 See “Visiting the Lesson Scenes,” page 417 in 
this issue. 
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‘*and real desire as well as true faith will be 
definite.”’ 

He talked to us about praying for certain 
things, whatever comes up in our daily life, 
IIe told how he prayed to find a lost knife 
once, and found it, and once he got a job by 
praying for it. He prays about his business 
every day, and he says it pays. 

‘Teacher said the next lesson is about how 
to be a good business man, and we each have 
to study out what the pound that each man 
had, stands for in life. 


Analysis of Pucker’s Lesson. 
I. Beginning. 
Comparison of deafness and blindness, 
Bartimeeus’ pitiful condition. 
Jericho located on the map. 
(Illustrated by stereoscopic picture, ) 
The lesson read as a dialogue. 


Il. Points. 


‘The need for our witnessing. 
‘Trusting God to know what we need. 
Duty of helping instead of hindering others, 
Advantage of boldness. 
(Illustrated by class pin, and coward- 
ice in battle.) 
Need of definite praying. 
(Illustrated by blackboard sentence 
aud a story of answered prayer. 


III. Questions. 

1. Which is worse, to be deaf or blind? 

2. Where is Jericho? 

3. Why was there such a crowd with Jesus? 

4 How did Bartimzeus know anything 
about J esusy? 

5. Why did Bartimzeus ask for mercy in- 
stead of sight? 

6. Why did people try to hinder Barti- 
meeus ? 

7. Why was Jesus willing to be thus de- 
layed? 

8. Why did Jesus call Bartimzeus to him 


instead of healing him where he was? 

9. Why do vou wear that pin? 

10. Why did Jesus make Bartimezens tell just 
what he wanted? 

11. Is it right to pray about little common 
things ? : 


IV. Home- Work. 


Each boy to decide what the pound in next 
lesson stands for in our life. 


West TERRE HAvuTE, IND. 





For Family Worship 
By John Timothy Stone, D.D. 











July 13 to 19 


Mon.— Mark 10: 46-52. Blind Bartimaeus, 

When we consider the great plan of salva- 
tion and the immense work which Christ had 
to do, we wonder that he listened to the plea 
of individuals. Such was the purpose of his 
life. One thing we remark as to blind Bai 
timzeus—he knew his one great need, and that 
was his plea before Christ: ** Lord, that I 
might receive my sight.’’ 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS : Ask the blessing 
of God upon the great International Sunday 
School Convention so recently held in Chi- 
cago; that those who have gained new 
visions of truth and teaching may be able to 
take back to others the results and inspira- 
tion they have gained, Pray for those who 
have added responsibility in our Sundayr- 
schools during the summer because of the 
absence of regular teachers. 


Tues.—Isa, 42: 1-9, Light of the Gentiles. 

This prophecy has a note of gentleness 
and encouragement init. ‘*A bruised reed 
will he not break, and a dimly burning wick 
will he not quench,’’ Instead of discourag- 
ing where there was little hope, Christ fanned 
the flame and gave encouragement. He 
says later: ‘*I will hold thy hand, and will 
keep thee.’’ ‘The life of Christ means light 
and pover., 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Ask God to open 
the hearts of those who employ others to seek 
to better and brighten their ordinary sur- 
roundings. Pray for those whose hours of 
work are long and dark. Pray for those 
who are surrounded by rough and gloomy 
conditions — miners, foundrymen, quarry 
workers, Pray for all life’s toilers. 


Wed.—John 8: 12-20. Light of the World, 
Some years ago I heard the story of a man 
who was crossing a mountain lake in the 
early morning, when the moon was full and 
made an avenue of light for his boat across 
the lake. Yonder, a fisherman had the same 
experience ; and yonder, on the shore, an 
Indian in his wigwam. Every man had his 
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LESSON FOR JULY 19 (Mark 10; 4652) 


individual pathway of light. Such is the light 
of Christ. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Pray for the labor 
conditions in Christian lands; that men 
who toiland men who employ labor may 
understand One another better, and gain 
cach other’s viewpoint, Pray that differ- 
ences among laboring men and labor organ- 
izations may cease. Pray that those who 
seck to benefit themselves through differences 
among men and organisations may be dis- 
covered and disclosed, 


Thurs.—1 Thess. §:1-11. Living in the Light. 
Paul writes : ‘‘ For ye are all sons of light, 
and sons of the day.’’ The stumbling-block 
of the night and the danger-spot of darkness 
are eliminated in time of sunshine, and we 
wonder how the accident could have hap- 
pened. If we live in the daylight of Christ's 
life, dangers and accidents will not happen. 
We must trust him and walk in his light. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Thank God for 
those who have made possible our present op- 
portunities and work. Do not forget to 
ever remember gratefully your honored 
father and mother, Do not let the memo- 
viol or tombstone alone tel! the story ; accept 
every chance to give thanks for godly 
parents and ancestors, and pray that your 
children may rise up and call you blessed. 


Fri.—John 9 : 1-11.—Blind Man in Jerusalem. 

What a wonderful blessing came into this 
man’s life by the touch of Christ. We can- 
not conceive of what it must have meant to a 
man born blind, to see. And still, the touch 
of Christ is just as wonderful to-day. Men 
who have been blind to the great spiritual 
realities of life have opened their eyes to see 
a marvelous future and a glorious world, 





PRAYER SuGGEstions: Pray for magis- 
trates and rulers ; for the president of the na- 
tion and the governors of the vartous states, 
Pray for the mayors of our great cities, the 
official boards and leaders of all villages and 
rural sections. Pray forall in authority ; 
Sor the kings and leaders of the earth. 


Sat.—1 John 1: 1-10. Message of Light. 

What wonderful words are these: ‘* God 
is light, and in him is no darkness at all,’’ 
‘Those who walk in the light of Christ have 
life and light about them, and are never 
troubled by the things of self. We do not 
read the epistles of John enough. They are 
filled with inspiration and strength. Every 
verse is a gem. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Pray that we may 
value more definitely the Word of God, and 
read it more faithfully. Pray that we may 
not let the interpretations and expositions of 
others, or the sermons or addresses which we 
hear, take the place of the earnest reading of 
God’s Word for ourselves, Pray that we 
may be students of the Bible. 


Sun.—lIsa, 60 : 1-5, 19-22. Everlasting Light. 

The word ‘* darkness’? is never associated 
with heaven. The great eternal world is a 
realm of light. The eye will see, the brain 
will know, and the heart will always be clear 
in its emotion. There is no darkness in the 
heavenland, 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Ask .God that his 
day may be filled with quietness and calm ; 
that men may lose the fever heat of business 
on-rush, and rest their minds, as well as 
bodies, as they worship, think, and repose. 
Ask that our lives may be steadied and rested 
as we worship in his house, and that we may 
walk nearer to our Lord. 





THE BIBLE STUDENTS CLASS 
Conducted by the Rev. Professor W. H. Griffith Thomas 





Light and Darkness 


T LENGTH Christ arrives at Jericho, 
some fifteen to seventeen miles froin 
Jerusalem, and the story of Bar- 

timzeus (Mark 10 : 46-52), like that of Zac- 
cheeus (Luke Ig : I-10), already considered, 
is closely associated with this place. The 
parallel passages should be carefully studied 
(Matt. 20 : 29-34; Luke 18 : 35-43). Stev- 
ens and Burton’s **llarmony of the Gos- 
pels,’’ section 115 (Scribners, $1); Riddle’s 
‘* Outline Ilarmony of the Gospels,’’ section 
110(The Sunday School Times Company, Io 
cents and 25 cents); Croscup’s ‘*‘ Historical 
Charts,’’ section 127 (The Sunday School 
Times Co., $1); Stirling’s ** Atlas of the Life 
of Christ,’’ p. 23, No. 11 (Revell, 40 cents) ; 
Vollmer’s ‘*Modern Student’s Life of 
Christ,’’ sections 353, 359(Revell, $1). The 
special interest of this incident is that it 
records the last miracle wrought by Christ 
before his death, 


Daily Studies 


Monday.—Read verse 46. The great 
crowd was on its way to the Passover cele- 
bration in Jerusalem, and this blind beggar 
was sitting by the wayside in characteristic 
fashion. It is wel known that Matthew 
records two blind men (20 : 30), just as he 
records two demoniacs in 8 : 28, and two 
blind men ing: 27. So far as the number 
is concerned, Mark’s reference to Bartimzeus 
alone may imply that he was the better 
known, and that the greater includes the 
less. But another difference is that Luke 
describes the miracle wrought as Christ ap- 
proached Jericho, while Matthew and Mark 
speak of theirs as wrought on his departure. 
Various suggestions have been made to ac- 
count for this discrepancy. ‘Thus it has been 
suggested that one was associated with the 
old, the other with the new Jericho, or 
that the reference is to different cases, since 
blind beggars would be as numerous then as 
they are in the East to-day. Itis not at all 
unlikely that the reference is to different 
miracles, though it may be that the blind 
beggar followed Christ from the entrance, 
through the city, and then out again. * Bar- 
timzeus’’ means ‘*son of Timzeus,”’ though 
it had become his own proper name. ‘There 
is perhaps nothing sadder than blindness, 
since it shuts off the sufferer from outside 
interests available through sight, and begging 
is an illustration of helplessness caused by 
the affliction, 


Tuesday.—Read verse 47. A sudden 
hope came to the man when he heard who 
was passing. The great crowd and the noise 
told him that something special was happen- 
ing. It is particularly interesting to contrast 
the title given by the crowd, ‘Jesus the 
Nazarene,’’ and the title the blind man used 
in his prayer, ‘* Jesus, thou Son of David.’’ 
There seems to be no doubt that the latter 
implied a belief in the Messiahship of Christ, 
for it was the Messianic title. It is an in- 
stance of the faith that was at work in many 
minds and hearts as the result of what had 
been heard of Jesus Christ during his minis- 
try. Lis cry for ‘* mercy’’ may perhaps be 
only y general appeal for pity, but it may 


sin, and that therefore he sought the mercy 
of forgiveness, 

lVednesday.—Read verse 48. The crowd 
at once rebuked him and told him to be 
quiet, but this did not affect him in the least, 
for he cried out all the more, ‘The hin- 
drances only intensified his determination. 
The opportunity was urgent, and the man’s 
earnestness was clearly shown in his persist- 
ent cry to our Lord. 5 

Thursday.—Read verses 49, 50. That 
appeal was not unheeded by Jesus Christ, 
for we are told that he ‘‘stood still’? and 
commanded the man to be called. ‘The 
sudden change on the part of the crowd is 
very striking, for now instead of rebuking 
him they say, ‘* Be of good cheer, rise; he 
calleth thee.’? It is beautiful to notice 
Christ’s special interest in the man. Al 
though he was ‘on his last journey and had 
set his face toward Jerusalem, he neverthe- 
less stood and invited the man to come to 
him, using every means to encourage the poor 
sufferer, At once the man responds, and 
casting away his garment, he sprang up and 
came to Jesus, Mark gives us these vivid 
touches, evidently from the standpoint of an 
eyewitness. It is generally thought that the 
Second Gospel is largely due to the material 
provided by the Apostle Peter. No hin- 
drance is allowed to interfere, for the man is 
willing to cast away his outer robe if only 
thereby he is made free to reach Christ. 

Friday.—Read verse 51. Now comes the 
definite inquiry and invitation, ‘* What wilt 
thou that I should dotothee?’’ The inquiry 
was no doubt intended as a test, and the 
contrast between the similar words spoken 
to James and John (v. 36) is very significant. 
In the one case Christ said ** Ne,’’ because 
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the appeal was ambitious and selfish. In the 
other case he was going to say ‘‘ Yes,’’ be- 
cause it was a case of genuine need, The 
blind man uses a particularly close word, 
‘*My Master”? (see om,» 20: 16). Then he 
asks for that which he needs, ‘* That I may 
receive my sight.’? Our prayers should 
always he definite, telling God exactly all 
that we require. 


Saturday,—Read verse 52. At once the 
healing is granted, and Christ says, ‘* Thy 
faith hath made thee whole.’’ It was his 
trustin Jesus Christ that gave him this sound- 
ness in the sense that it provided our Lord 
with the channel by means of which the 
blessing could come. But although Christ 
had said, ‘‘Go thy way,’’ the man on re- 
ceiving his sight followed the Master in the 
way to Jerusalem, Not only so, but accord- 
ing to Luke 18 : 43 he glorified God for what 
had been done, and this in turn stirred the 
people to give praise to God, This was a 
new attitude to Christ on the part of the 
crowd, and it is noteworthy that full scope 
was aHowed for this outburst of praise. ‘The 
time for caution and silence had passed, and 
the public entry into Jerusalem was near at 
hand when publicity would be the special 
feature. So that the man received his sight 
immediately and perfectly, and with it the 
“special satisfaction due to the divine assur- 
ance of peace. 


Sunday.—Reading the whole story in the 
light of the Golden Text (Isa. 35 : 5, 6, we 
may regard the miracle as a beautiful para- 
ble. The contrast between Bartimeeus and 
Zaccheus should be noted. Bartimeeus 
sought Jesus Christ, while Zacchzeus was 
sought by him. Thus men enter the king- 
dom in different ways. (1) Notice Barti- 
mzeus as typical of the sinner. Blindness of 
soul is one of the marks of sin. Man is out 
of relation'to light; light and the eye were 
made for each other, and so are God and the 
soul, (2) ‘Three conditions of meeting Jesus 
are seen in this man’s case: (a) he felt his 
need; (4) he showed reality by his cry; (c) 
he made a full surrender by casting aside 
fevery difficulty and coming Jesus. These 
are always the requirements of blessing. (3) 
Think of Jesus Christ as the Saviour of the 
soul, and mark (a) his special interest; (4) 
his stirring invitation ; (¢) his strong encour- 
agement; (d) his saving grace, (4) Observe 
Bartimzeus as typical of the saved. Three 
consequences are always the result of meet- 





also indicate that his blindness was due to | 


ing Jesus Christ: (2) immediate salvation ; 
| (6) instant obedience ; (c) instinctive praise. 
| Jesus Christ is still passing by, and the ques- 
| tion is whether he is to us what he was to 
the crowd, Jesus the Nazarene; or to Bar- 
| timzeus, Jesus the son of David. Ile is still 
| able to bless the blind and to give them spir- 
itual sight (see Golden ‘lext), and he will 
soon have passed by, so that it is, ‘* Now or 
never.’’ As this was the last journey and 
the last opportunity of Bartimzeus, so there 
may come a time when we shall have to 
realize, 
"Too late, too late, will be the cry, 
Jesus of Nazareth has passed by."’ 





Questions for Further Study 

1. The miracle as a parable. This topic, 
dealt with under the last section, is most help- 
fully treated in ‘* Studies in Mark’s Gospel,’’ 
by Charles S. Robinson, D.D. (American 
‘Tratt Society, 25 cents), 

2. The testimony of Christ’s Messiahship. 
The various titles of Jesus Christ as found in 
the Gospels, form a helpful study, especially 
three: **Son of man,’’ ‘*Son of David,’’ 
** Son of God.”’ 


3- The word in the original rendered, ‘* Be 
of good cheer’’ (v. 49), is elsewhere found 
five times on the lips of Christ, and the five 
put before this instance give five reasons why 
people should ‘*be of good cheer’’ (see 
Greek of Matt. 9 : 2, 22; 14: 27; John 16; 

3; Acts 23:11). When we receive into 
our hearts this fivefold thought of good 
cheer we, like the crowd, should pass it 
on to others, and say to them, ** Be of good 
| cheer’’ 

4. The question of faith (v. 52). The 
| place and power of trust as seen in the Gos- 
| pels and elsewhere in the New Testament 
constitute an important topic. © Faith is the 
channel, not the source of blessing. It en- 
ables us to respond to God’s revelation and 
puts our soul in the right attitude for grace 
and blessing, It is scarcely possible to make 
too much of the interest and value of faith 
for Christian living. 

WYCLIFFE COLLEGE, TORONTO. 
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[ Children at Home | 


Fuzzy’s Visit to Clover-Blossom 
By Edna Groff Deihl 


T was ‘a hot, hot summer day. Little 
Fuzzy Caterpillar, who now was better 
known as Swifty Butterfly, silently 

fluttered from one place to another, ‘lhere 
was so much to see, so many flowers to Jearn 
to know and love. Moment by moment he 
had learned more and more of their lives. 
There was pretty Miss Red Rose, whom he 
had thought, when he had been only a worm, 
he would love more than all the flower crea- 
tures, she was so beautiful. He had spent long 
moments sitting in her red drawing-room, 
and sipping honey in her golden walled 
dining-room. She was wonderful, to be sure ; 
she was beautiful, too; but he had found out 
there were sharp thorns to look out for, so he 
had decided she was not the most beautiful. 
‘Then there was little Violet, but she always 
hid behind drooping ferns and would not show 
her lovely face. 

Now, however, as he flew silently over the 
heads of waving wheat, he thought he heard 
a sweet, faint voice calling him, and then, as 
if frightened by her very boldness, stopping 
suddenly. He looked down, and there peep- 
ing timidly up into his face was sweet, biush- 
ing Clover-Blossom. 

** Good-morning, Miss Clover,’’ said Fuzzy, 
** May I stop a while and rest ?”’ 

** Oh, surely, Master Butterfly,’’ answered 
Red Clover. ‘Please take the best chair 
you can find, while I brew you some honey.”’ 

So Fuzzy sat down on a soft red-cushioned 
chair, and while little Clover-Blossom brewed 
her honey, he looked around. Here was 
nothing great and glaring like the home of 
Red Rose; there was nothing tall, stately and 
marbled-walled like the home of White 
Lily ; there was nothing gaudy like the home 
of Geranium; it was as modest and unassum- 
ing as Violet’s home, : 

** But,’’ whispered something in Fuzzy’s 
heart, ‘*she is hospitable because you are 
beautiful and a great creature. She would 
never have treated you this way had you 
come to her door as you once were,—just 
poor, little, crawling Fuzzy Caterpillar.’’ 

**Don’t believe you,’’ said Fuzzy, to the 
naughty whispering voice. ‘I believe she is 
good all through, and kind and gentle to all.”’ 

**You are quite right,’’ said a low voice 
at his feet, and Fuzzy almost jumped from 
his red plush chair. 

** Who are you? ”’ asked he. 

** Well,’”’ said the voice, with sort of a low 
chuckle, ** My name is really Crawly, but I 
am a distant relative of yours, Mr. Swifty 
Butterfly. I too will have wings some day,’’ 
‘* Why good-morning,’’ said fuzzy. ‘*T’m 
glad to meet you. But why do you praise 
Miss Clover-Blossom so loudly? How do 
you know she is kind to the humble as well 
as the mighty ?”’ 

** Well,’ said Crawly, ‘* she took mein when 
no one else would look at me. Y¥ou see, 
the summer is nearly over, and I happen to 
belong to that part of your family who have 
to lie in the ground all winter, and then come 
forth in the Spring a butterfly. But now 
Iam only a common worm ; so on and on I 
have been wandering, asking ut this flower’s 
door and that, just to lie down at their feet, 
and sleep,—but some showed me _ thorns; 
some, stony ground ; some hid their faces 
from me. At last,when I had almost given up 
my dream of being a butterfly next spring, I 
heard a sweet little voice, and looking up I 
saw Miss Red Clover, beckoning to me 
through the wheat. ‘ Here, little worm,’ 
said she, ‘Close by my side is a warm bed. 
‘There you may sleep until spring, and I will 
cover you with a comfortable made from my 
own leaves, and until it grows cold I will 
shelter you from the sun and heat with my 
stem and leaves.’ So here I am, and here I 
will lie until I come out a butterfly.”’ 

‘* Bless you, Miss Red Clover-Blossom,’’ 
said Fuzzy as the most delicious cup of honey 
was thrust into his hand. ‘* The Flower- 
spirit which dwells in you is the most beauti+ 
ful I have yet found.” 

So, as the little Cousin Worm crept back 
into his warm bed, Fuzzy flew away. And 
he knew that Clover Blossom had served the 
highest in serving the least, and won her 
place as the most beautiful of all the flower 
creation, 
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Remove the Cause 


of 
THAT TIRED 
FEELING 


Horsford’s Acid Phosphate re- 
stores strength and vitality 
and relieves mental and nerv- 
ous exhaustion. It dispels that 
Gragged out feeling during 
Spring and Summer, the brain 
of the overworked teacher, 
ce or business man. 
HORSFORD’S 
Acid Phosphate 
(Non-Alcoholic) 





Union Missionary Training Institute 


Inter inational. Co-educationa 

Purpose : To train for Foreign Missionary Work. 
Instructors: A faculty of 30 pastors, physicians 
and teachers, Depariments: Biblical, Literary, 
Medical, Musical, Linguistic. Medical Training 
Department : 200 Lectures with Clinical and Dis- 
pensary Work. Oriental Languages: 14 can be 
taught, if needed, almost wholly by native teach- 
ers. Some Results : 188 students have gone to 25 
Couatries under 24 Missionary Societies, and 33 
are in Home Work. Regular Charges: $100 

r year. Write freely to Mrs. L. D. Osborn, 


5 rincipal, 33 Wayerly Ave. Brooklyn. N. id 


HYMNS OF WORSHIP 
AND SERVICE 
for the SUNDAY SCHOOL 


Rich in hymns of praise, of the spiritual awaken- 
ing anid developing life, and of service to others, 


386 PAGES OF PRACTICAL SUNDAY- 
SCHOOL MATERIAL . 
Quantity price, 0cents. Send for a sample copy. 


The Century Co., Union Sq., New York City 


YOU. CAN AFFORD i 


Shape notes. $3.00 pér hundred; 























“ ‘ a 
OME- THE NEW PROFESSION,” is a r00-pp. il- 

H ahr andboo paey *TiG8. Home edy 
Domestic Sctence courses. For home-making, teach- 


ing and well-paid positions. AMERICAN SCHOOL OF 
Home Economics, so2 \V. 69th St., CurcaGo, ILL. 


Ball-cup Nipple FREE 


Mothers, send us this advertisement 
and your address on a postcard, with 
druggist’s name, and we will mail you a 
Ball-cup Nipple rotry Fits any small- 
neck bottle. Daly nipple with open food- 
cup and protected orifice at bottom—will 
not collapse, feeds regularly Outlasts 
ordinary nipples. Only one toa family. 
State baby’s age, kind and quantity of food, Half Section 
Hygeia Nursing Bottle Co., 1380 Maia St., Buffalo, N.Y. 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By Robert E. Speer 








Sunday, July 19, 1914 
Faithful in Little Things (Luke 16 : 
10-13). 





Daily Readings for Preceding Week 


MON.— Moses the faithful (Heb. 3 : 1-5). 

‘TUES. —Faithful servants (Matt. 24 : 42-51). 

WED. —Faithful trustees (1 Cor. 4 : 1-6). 

THURS.—Faithful in friendship (Prov. 27 : 
I-10). 

Fri.—Faithful in money matters (2 Kings 


I2 : 9-15). 
SaT.—A faithful employee (Gen. 39 : 1-6). 











What little things call for faithfulness ? 
Why should little things not be neglected ? 
Why does faithfulness develop efficiency ? 


HIS is a parable. ‘‘Oh,’’ said a man as 
he thought of a duty which he did not 
wish to do, ‘‘it isa mere trifle. What 

does it matter whether I neglect such a little 
matter or not?’’ He said it so softly to him- 
self that he never supposed that any one had 
peard it. But a grain of sand passing by at 
e time heard and crept into the man’s watch, 
chuckling to itself, ‘*So little things don’t 
matter, don’t they? I’ll show him.’? And 
the watch.was stopped, An insignificant bit 
of steel, too small to be seen, overheard and 
shot intohiseyes, ‘*I am too smull to be no- 
ticed, am 1?’’ said the steel as it irritated the 
eye and drove the man nearly frantic. A 
wretched germ heardhim, ‘* The monstrous 
fool ’’ it said, as it snuggled into a tiny break 
in his skin and set up a deadly infection, 
**We shall have to operate,’’ said the sur- 
geon, ‘*but you will soon be all right.’’ 
They operated but a small clot of blood 
mocked at them. ‘I will show them,’’ it 
said, ‘* whether we little things are to be trifled 
with.’”? And it slew the man more easily 
than he could have slain a rabbit. But they 
were all mere insignificant invisibilities. 


% 

Just so, size is of no significance whatever. 
The universe is the biggest thing we know 
and the invisible soul of the tiniest child is 
bigger and greater than the whole of it. 
**Yes’’ and **No”’ are among the shortest 
words in our vocabulary, but they have meant 
more in human history than any or all other 
words together, except **I’’ and ‘*You.’’ 
Napoleon had soldiers who could have 
crushed him with their hands, But no one 
remembers their names. Africa is many 
times greater than Palestine. But Africa 
only is what it is because a man went there 
from Scotland for the love of another Man 
who had lived in Palestine. Seeds are small 
affairs but they do not stay small affairs. Let 
us discard once and forever the idea of size. 

% 
‘* No service in itself is small 
Nor great though earth it fill, 
But that is small which seeks its own 
And great which seeks God's will.’’ 


% 

Fidelity is fidelity when it is fidelity always 
and in everything, regardless: of everything 
except itself and God who gives it. Fidelity 
which cannot be absolutely counted upon, 
which is faithful only when it is easy or when 
it knows that it is to be inspected or when 
there is to be a reward or a parade is not fi- 
delity.; it is prudence or hireling time-serving. 


The only chance most of us ever have for 
fidelity is the chance which all of us have 
always, that is the chance of every day and 
every moment and every duty. Each of us 
has these chances of doing right and being 
true and showing love and loyalty. And no 
spectacular, occasional display cay be a sub- 
stitute for such steady, daily faithfulness in 
small things. 

“% 


** An arm of aid to the weak, 
A friendly hand to the friendless 
Kind words so short to speak, 
But whose echo is endless ; 
The world is wide, these things are small, 
They may be little, but they are all."’ 
% 


Character is fidelity in invisible duties. 

The thing which God seeks in his servants 
is not glitter but faithfulness. 

To be able to count upon a friend abso- 
lutely is the test of friendship. If the possi- 








bility of unfaithfulness exists, does the friend- 
ship exist ? 

If death is not to be allowed to destroy 
faithfulness, what else dare? 


**To the saints and successful brethren 
which are in Christ.’’ This does not sound 
right. ‘* To the saints and prosperous breth- 
ren.’’ Nor this, ‘* To the saints and well- 
dressed brethren.’’ This is worse. What 
did Paul say? (Col, 1 : 2). 


Can You Answer These 
Five Questions? 


By Samuel Scoville, Jr. 


ACH week there will appear in this de- 

partment five Bible questions. Be- 

inning with the second set of ques- 

tions the answers to the numbered questions 

of the preceding week will be given, with 
the reference to the Bible verses. 

These questions and their answers will:dis- 
cover to some of us Bible narratives hitherto 
unread, For others the questions will test 
whether they are reading the Bible intelli- 
gently by topics, or by verses without any 
lasting memory of what is read. . 

Get the members of your Sunday-school 
class to test their Bible knowledge by these 
questions, You can use this as a summer 
plan to keep your pupils in touch with one 
another, 


1. For what three heroes were the waters of 
Jordan rolled back, so that they passed 
over dry-shod ? 

2. Which was the lion-tribe of Israel? the 
snake-tribe? the wolf-tribe? the ass- 
tribe? the deer-tribe ? 

3. Who sang the Song of the Sword ? 

4. What general had his captains stand on the 
necks of kings in order to make them 
brave ? 

5. What dying man helped shoot an arrow for 
the deliverance of a nation ? 





From Dr. J. R. Miller’s 
Personal Letters 
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Selections from some fifty of the choicest of 
Dr. Miller’s letters on soul problems are 
being published in the Times during 1914 


24. Personality for Christ 


T HAS been a pleasure all these years to 
get letters from you, but since you paid 
the little visit to my office, and I saw 

you face to face and had a few minutes’ talk 
with you, you are much more of a reality 
and less of a mere ideality than you were for- 
merly. I can see your kindly face looking 
out from the pages on which you write, and 
can hear your voice as I read the words over. 
God has given you much in your personality, 
What a wonderful gift personality is ! Those 
to whom God has given the power of helping 
others merely by their presence, of being a 
benediction, an encouragement, a comfort to 
them, even without any words, are specially 
gifted. I know people who are not brilliant, 
who never do any great things, who never 
say any brilliant things, but whose life is so 
true, so consistent, so Christlike, that wher- 
ever they go they carry in their very presence 
a bit of heavenly sunshine. Concerning one 
of these a friend said a few years since, 
standing by the coffin of the young woman 
who had been called Home, ‘* Wherever she 
went flowers grew in her pathway, and the 
air was always sweeter when she entered a 
room.’’ This is true of certain lives, even 
apart from what they do. Of course, usu- 
ally it is the life that makes the face and that 
gives to the presence its strange power. At 
least one who is not beautiful in life and 
character cannot long retain the normal 
benediction that God put irto their faces 
when he made them. May God give you 
grace always to be a blessing wherever you 
go, not only in the things you do and the 
things you say, but still more in yourself, in 
the sweet and quiet influence of your life. 

I was glad to read what you say about 
your home and your work. 1 trust that this 
year will bring you all the work that you can 
do well, without overcrowding you. You 
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have a special gift for writing,—in missionary 
atticles, in particular phases of Sunday-schow] 
work, and on practical subjects which are 
always fitting. You have given your pen to 
Christ,—that is the best part of it all,—and 
whenever you write you write for him, or, 
rather, he writes through you. I trust that 
you will have as much as you can do during 
the year, and that you will be strong and 
well for whatever comes to you. You must 
enjoy your missionary meetings, going about 
from place to place and speaking to earnest 
people. I trust that more and more this 
field will widen for you, giving you new op- 
portunities of speaking for Christ and advo- 
cating missionary work. 

It must have been very pleasant to meet 
the old friend and have her recall so much 
about your babyhood and infancy. These 
links with the past are always very tender, 
I understand what you say about the healing 
of your sorrows. God never blames you for 
your love or for the tenderness of your feel- 
ings when you recall the memory of those 
who are gone. My thought, however, is 
that we should accept God’s comfort by 
sweet acquiescence in his will in the faith 
that whatever he permits in our life is right. 
Then I think, also, that if we allow our faith 
to make more real to us the continued exist- 
ence of our loved ones in the other life, with 
all their faculties, their affections, their beau- 
ties of character, that this ought to be a great 
comfort to us, helping us not only to acqui- 
esce, but to rejoice. For example, my 
mother has been very much more real to me 
during the years since she went away than 
she was during the same number of years 
before she left this world. I saw her then 
but rarely,—not more than once a year. 
Then she was a sufferer most of the time, 
and every thought that I had of her was 
painful because it brought her before me in 
illness or feebleness. Now, however, | 
think of her as away beyond all sickness, all 
suffering, all pain, having lost nothing that 
was beautiful in her life, a transfigured wo- 
man, in the presence of Christ, engaged in 
his service in another world. ‘This is a won- 
derful comfort to me. It not only makes 
her existence even more real than it was 
when she was living in Ohio, but it makes 
the thought of her very much sweeter, and 
more joyous, 

I am sure that as you go on and realize 
more and more of your mother’s life as it is 
now with Christ in the heavenly kingdom, 
your comfort will become deeper and your 
peace will become deeper and sweeter. 

Let me assure you al ways of kindly thought. 
I hope that your work will be prosperous in 
every way, that you will have good health, 
that you will have many opportunities of 
helping others, and that you will leave behind 
at the end of the year a thousand benedictions 
which will help other lives. 
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